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LETTER  FROM  MR.  PETER. 


To  J.  R.  TYSON,  Esq.-,  LL.  D. 

Philadelphia,  October  18 th,  1851. 

Be  pleased,  dear  sir,  to  accept  my  best  thanks 
for  the  copies  of  your  “Letters  on  the  Re- 
sources axd  Commerce  op  Pennsylvania,” 
with  which  you  have  so  kindly  favored  me, 
and  which  1 have  read  with  the  greatest  in- 
terest and  pleasure.  Officially  connected  as  I 
am,  and  have  been,  for  so  many  years  with 
your  port,  and  enjoying  thereby  the  amplest 
opportunities  of  becoming  acquainted  with  its 
navigation  and  commerce,  I shall  not,  I trust,  (al- ' 
jbeit  a foreigner,)  be  deemed  guilty  of  presumption 
in  briefly  expressing  my  opinions  on  some  of  the 
topics  to  which  you  have  called  my  attention. 

And,  first,  with  regard  to  the  Port  of  Philadel-  j 
phia, — its  accessibility  and  accommodations,  for  1 
ships  of  all  sorts  and  sizes,  t do  not  think  that,  on 
this  head,  you  have  said  one  more  word  in  [ 
their  praise  than  is  most  justly  due.  During  the  j 
eleven  years  that  I have  had  the  honor  of  residing 
here  as  Her  Majesty’s  Consul,  nearly  twelve  hun-  i 
dred  British  ships  have  visited  this  port,  many  of  j 
them  being  “of  the  first  class  and  the  highest  ton- 
nage,”— and  from  not  one  of  them  did  I ever  hear  | 
a complaint,  as  to  any  want,  either  of  width  or  | 
depth  in  the  Delaware,  or  of  accommodations 
within  its  harbors.  They  experienced  no  difficul-  i 
ties  in  reaching  their  several  wharves;  no  lack  of 
conveniences  for  the  discharge  or  lading  of  cargoes, 
when  anchored  there;  no  obstructions  in  working 
their  way  back  to  the  ocean.  It  is  not  many 
months  since,  that,  in  conversing  with  an  ex- 
perienced officer  of  one  of  our  steamers,  I asked 
him  whether  he  had  found  either  danger  or  diffi- 
culty in  approaching  the  wharves  of  Philadelphia! 

| “None  whatever,” — was  his  instant  reply.  “Im- 
provements might,  indeed,  be  made  in  one  or  two 
parts  of  the  river;  but,  even  taking  it  as  it  is,  there 
are  very  few  channels  so  safe  and  easy.”  On 
asking  him  further,  as  to  whether  the  channel  was 
as  convenient  and  safe  for  steamers  as  for  sailing 
vessels,  he  annswered,  “Equally  so,  I know  no  dif- 
ference in  that  respect.”  Yet  I have  seen  it  stated, 
that  no  ship  of  more  than  500  tons  can  approach 
the  Port  of  Philadelphia  from  the  Ocean! 

Another  topic  on  which  you  have  touched  in  one 


or  two  of  your  letters,  is  the  location  of  Philadelphia  , 
for  purposes  of  internal  commerce.  In  this,  too, 

I perfectly  concur  with  you.  Whether  for  buying  . 
or  selling,  whether  lor  the  receipt  or  distribution 
of  all  articles  of  traffic,  no  Atlantic  station  enjoys 
greater  facilities  or  advantages  than  your  own  t 
beautiful  city  of  Philadelphia.  To  say  nothing  of  * 
the  rich  and  populous  marts  afforded  to  her  by  f. 
her  own  food-growing,  and  mineral-abounding  t* 
State,  she  possesses — what  no  other  Atlantic  port  r: 
can  boast — a ready  meansof  communication  both 
with  your  great  lakes  and  with  your  western  wa- 
ters. One  has  but  to  cast  a glance  over  the  map  'j 
of  the  United  States,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  fact. 
and,  at  once,  to  see  that,  whilst  New  York  com- j 
municates  with  the  Atlantic  and  the  Lakes,  Vir-  • 
ginia  with  the  Atlantic  and  the  Western  Wa-h 
ters,  Ohio  with  the  Western  Waters  and  the  ] 

f 

Lakes,  Pennsylvania  alone  communicates  with  - 
all  three, — -with  the  Atlantic  on  the  South,  with  ■ 
the  Lakes  on  the  North,  and  with  the  Western; 
Waters  on  the  South  West. — And  why,  it  may  ' 
be  asked,  has  not  Pennsylvania  availed  herself  of ' 
these  advantages!  Why  has  so  much  of  her  capi-'j 
tal  flitted,  as  you  say  it  has,  to  New  York;  and 
New  York  herself,  instead  of  Philadelphia,  become 
the  great  wholesale  dealer,  the  chief  buyer,  seller, 
and  distributor  of  commercial  treasure  between  * 
the  Old  and  New  Worlds!  Nay  more — why  has/ 
New  York,  in  addition  to  all  her  other  vast  con- 
cerns, become  the  great  importer  even  for  Phila-i 
delphia,  supplying  her  with  goods  from  England,,: 
France  and  China,  and  taking  the  lead,  where1- 
i she  was  once,  according  to  all  accounts,  well  con-c. 
tent  to  follow! 

Many  reasons  may,  without  doubt,  be  assigned  , 
for  this  change,  and  one,  amongst  the  rest,  which  ■ 

1 I have  sometimes  heard  even  Philadelphians  them- 1 
selves  acknowledge, — viz:  the  superior  pluck  and*! 
energy  of  theirrivals  in  New  York.  Whilst  Penn 
sylvania  has  placed  her  chief  reliance  on  Legisla- 
tion, New  York  has  placed  hers  on  self-exertion  ' 
whilst  Pennsylvania,  like  the  teamster  in  Hdsop. 
of  whom  you  speak,  has  been  spending  the  bettei j 
half  of  her  time  and  breath  in  vain  prayers  tcJ 
Hercules,  New  York  has  been  up  and  doing 
bursting  her  swaddling  bands  of  protection,  anc- 
manfully  setting  her  own  shoulder  to  the  wheel) 
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One  of  the  evils  resulting  from  this  lack  of  spirit,  , 
on  the  part  of  Pennsylvania  is,  that  she  is  less  of  | 
a “variety  store,”  that  she  has  fewer  articles  to  of-  I 
fer  in  exchange  for  the  products  of  other  nations, 
than  her  more  energetic  rival,  and  that  numbers 
of  foreign  ships  are  compelled  either  to  return 
home  in  ballast,  or  else  to  visit  some  other  country 
in  pursuit  of  cargoes.  But  this  complaint  will, 
no  doubt,  be  soon  removed  by  the  completion  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Railway,  now  in  rapid  progress 
to  the  Western  Waters. 

Nor  are  there  wanting  other,  though  minor, 
causes  which  operate,  more  or  less,  against  the 
Commerce  of  Philadelphia,  and  by  one  alone  of 
which  I will  venture  to  say,  that,  on  the  most  mod- 
erate computation,  more  than  forty  vessels  have 
been  lost  to  the  Port  within  the  last  eighteen  , 
months.* 


In  conclusion,  I have  only,  in  other  words,  to 
repeat,  that  you  have  an  excellent  harbor,  a safe 
channel,  a fertile  soil,  abundance  of  mineral  trea- 
sure, and  a geographical  position  equal,  if  not  su- 
perior, to  almost  every  other  people.  If,  therefore, 
you  succeed  not  to  the  extent  of  your  wishes;  if 
you,  in  any  considerable  degree,  fall  behind  New 
York,  or  any  other  State,  in  the  great  commercial 
race  that  is  to  be  run  between  you;  you  will  have 
none  to  blame  for  the  defeat,  but  your  own  selves. 

“Accuse  not  Nature;  she  hath  done  her  part, 

Do  te  but  yours!” 

With  the  most  cordial  good  wishes  for  the  pros- 
perity of  your  State,  as  well  as  for  the  happiness 
of  all  who  inhabit  it,  believe  me,  my  dear  sir, 

Most  respectfully  and  truly  yours, 

WILLIAM  PETER. 


* If  you  are  desirous  of  knowing  the  cause  here  referred  to,  you  may  turn  to  the  Secretary  of  State’s  Report  to 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  of  June  18th,  1S50. 


LETTER  I . 


Philadelphia,  July  29,  1859. 

My  Dear  Sir: — Your  official  connection  with  the 
port  of  Philadelphia,  has  led  you  to  take  some  in- 
terest in  its  commerce,  and  a residence  often  years 
has  enabled  you  to  form  a clear  notion  of  its  wants 
and  capacities.  Among  other  intelligent  inquirers 
you  have  often  asked,  why  a line,  not  merely  of 
propeZler»--desirable  as  these  are, — hut  of  regular 
steamers  to  London  or  Liverpool  has  not  been  es- 
tablished here  as  in  New  York  and  Boston.  I pro- 
pose to  throw  together  such  thoughts  as  this  inquiry 
suggests,  and  to  glance  at  the  past  fortunes  and 
present  prospects  of  the  port,  in  the  belief  that  both 
the  retrospect  and  the  anticipation  justify  and  de- 
mand a serious  effort  for  their  introduction. 

In  the  solicitude  I may  discover  to  build  up  the 
fair  renown  and  true  grandeur  of  Philadelphia,  to 
the  proportions  of  which  she  is  so  easily  capable, 
you,  at  least,  will  not  believe  that  I am  influenced 
by  a sordid  or  pecuniary  object.  I am  not  a mer- 
chant, and  have  no  motive  to  sensibility  for  the 
spot  we  inhabit,  but  the  interest  and  attachment 
which  spring  from  the  associations  of  birth,  the 
ties  of  kindred,  and  the  memory  of  honored  ances- 
tors for  six  generations.  These  make  me  alive  to 
her  honest  fame  and  just  rank  in  the  great  com- 
munity of  cities;  they  certainly  render  me  partial, 
but  I hope  neither  extravagant  nor  foolish,  not- 
withstanding the  sentiment — 

Non  simul  cuiquam  conceditur  amare  et  sapere. 

The  extension  of  our  commerce  lies  near  to  my 
heart  only  in  connection  with  its  results; — with 
that  enlargement  of  spirit  which  great  opulence 
usually  engenders,  and  those  richer  blessings  of  a 
high  civilization  which  it  secures,  multiplies  and 
diffuses. 

Por  nearly  a century  Philadelphia  was  regarded 
in  Europe  not  only  as  the  great  city,  but  the  focus 
of  refinement  find  civilization  in  the  western  world. 
It  is  a mortifying  truth,  that  though  in  all  respects 
eminently  entitled  to  her  former  repute,  except, 
perhaps,  in  numerical  precedence,  she  has  so  dwin- 
dled in  English  and  European  estimation  as  to  be 
viewed  only  as  a speck  in  the  commercial  horizon 
— an  insignificant  point  on  the  American  map.  It 
is  my  purpose  to  show  how  she  has  thus  receded 
from  the  trans-Atlantic  vision,  why  her  foreign 
commerce  has  declined  the  means  of  retriving  it, 
and  how  necessary  its  restoration  is  to  her  prosperi- 
ty. Ishall  do  this,  mainly  to  invoke  your  influence 
with  British  capitalists,  to  aid  the  introduction  into 


her  port  of  a line  of  Steam  Vessels  of  the  larges’, 
class.  , 

We  are  all  aware  of  the  cloud,  which,  to  the, 
eyes  of  many  Englishman,  is  still  suspended  over* 
the  venerable  House  of  Pennsylvania,  conjured  up1 
by  the  idle  story  of  an  intended  repudiation  of  the".  1 
public  debt.  To  this  delicate  topic,  I may,  in  the1, 
course  of  my  letter,  incidently  refer.  Permit  me 
for  the  present  to  expatiate  upon  the  text  proposed, 
for  elucidation. 

I will  assume  then,  that  the  ancient  reputation, ! 
of  Pennsylvania  for  good  faith  and  integrity,! 
though  deliberately  fired  at,  was  not  mortally, 
wounded,  by  facetious  bullets  of  the  late  reverend-.  - 
Canon  of  St.  Paul’s.  The  militant  creditor  was  a? 
wide  of  the  mark  in  aiming  at  so  small  a sect  as- 
“the  drab-coated  gentry,”  and  holding  them-. , 
amenable  for  the  supposed  delinquencies  of  the-!! 
State,  as  he  certainly  missed  it,  in  so  precipitately 
selling  his  Pennsylvania  Bonds  under  par!  But, , 
to  proceed  to  the  main  subject  of  my  epistle. 

Pennsylvania  was  the  colony  of  mark,  in  the- 
western  world.  Though  the  last  settled  but  one=( 
of  the  English  provinces,  she  soon  outran  them  all- 
in  the  race  of  population  and  the  arts  of  life. — 1 
Three-quarters  of  a century  younger  than  Vir- 
ginia, and  sixty-two  years  younger  than  Massa- 
chusetts, she  distanced,  within  the  lapse  of  the1 
former  period  from  her  settlement,  all  the  other1 
colonies  but  “ the  ancient  dominion.”  Every 
bound  of  the  young  giant  was  hailed  as  an  omen1 
of  future  greatness,  by  the  parent  country.  She1 
and  her  sisters  were  ranked  among  the  fairest! 
flowers  of  the  regalia.  Her  ingenious  sons — her! 
Rittenhouse,  her  Franklin,  her  West,  et  DU  3Ii-  <' 
nores, — were  received  in  London  with  caresses  as 
British  subjects,  and  conducted  to  such  honors  as ' 
learned  appreciation  and  polite  society  could  con-  , 
fer.  The  literature  of  England  at  that  day  con- ^ 
ferred  upon  them  celebrity,  or  echoed  the  justice 
of  their  domestic  fame,  until  the  keen-sighted  dis- 
coveries of  subsequent  yea's,  detected  the  ortho-  , 
doxy  of  opposite  sentiments.  The  same  writers  (l 
who  had  been  eloquent  in  their  praises — made  less 
kind  by  political  changes — could  see  little  merit 
in  philosophers  or  artists  who  had  ceased  to  be  , 
British  subjects,  and  in  a country  which  had 
ceased  to  belong  to  the  British  crown. 

But  notwithstanding  the  chills  and  damps  of 
British  criticism,  Philadelphia  continued  to  main-  , 
tain  her  good  humored  complacency,  and  a healthy  , 
commercial  prosperity.  She  was  so  disloyal  as  to  B 


supply  many  of  the  sinews  of  war,  to  sustain  the 
(new  government.  As  the  seat  of  the  American 
oCongress,  and  the  chief  city  of  the  United  Colonies, 
gshe  was  freely  exposed  to  the  perils  of  the  conflict. 
jCut  she  participated  in  the  benefits  of  that  unre- 
stricted commerce  which  the  revolution  secured. 
Her  exports  which  were  less  than  eig'ht  millions  of 
dollars  in  1790,  rose  in  1796  to  the  sum  of  $17,- 
^>23,866.  Chiefly  with  Philadelphia  capital,  Penn- 
sylvania made  the  first  turnpike  road,  excavated' 
^he  first  canal,  and  constructed  the  first  railway  of 
lany  magnitude  in  this  country.  The  importance  of 
internal  improvements  employed  the  tongues  and 
pens  of  her  best  speakers  and  writers,  at  an  early 
clay.  These  sentiments  concurring  with  the  influ- 
ence of  her  example  and  the  experience  of  its  ef- 
fects, diffused  a similar  spirit  through  New  York 
eind  New  England.  You  will  not  accuse  me  of  in- 
dulging in  a boastful  or  vain-glorious  spirit,  in 
aoting  what  history  records.  It  is  simply  the  truth, 
that  Philadelphia-,  in  all  the  duties  of  a large  com- 
munity— -in  the  construction  of  hydraulic  works 
for  the  introduction  of  pure  water  from  without  her 
municipal  limits, — in  sanitary  measures, — in  a com- 
plete system  of  subterranean  drainage, — worthy  of 
imperial  Rome  for  solidity  of  structure — was  equally 
in  advance  of  her  sister  cities.  Her  progress  re- 
quired and  sustained  these  improvements.  The 
rich  trade  of  the  west  seemed  destined  by  nature, 
aided  by  the  facilities  of  improved  roads,  to  centre 
in  Philadelphia.  As  the  metropolis  of  the  colonies, 
she  became  the  capital  of  the  United  States,  under 
the  laws  of  the  Federal  union.  Her  China  trade 
was  large,  and  secured  golden  returns.  The  vessels 
of  her  merchants  unfolded  their  canvass  in  almost 
every  sea.  Colossal  fortunes  were  amassed  by  an 
expanded,  intelligent,  and  successful  commerce. 
Under  the  genial  influences  of  kindly  wealth, 
heaven-blest  charities  were  founded,  and  conveni- 
ences, arts  and  elegancies  were  multiplied.  It  forms 
a portion  of  the  letter  I inflict  on  you,  to  recount  the 
means  by  which  these  advantages  were  lost,  and 
how  they  can  be  restored,  with  these  accretions 
which  time  has  accumulated. 

While  thus  prosperous,  and  her  commercial  pro- 
gress eminently  onward,  Philadelphia  became  in- 
formed of  the  rich  mineral  wealth  of  the  interior. 
The  vast  deposits  of  coal  and  iron  were  so  alluring 
in  their  promises,  that  the  public  mind  seized  upon 
them  with  avidity.  The  first  diffleuty  was  to  sub- 
due those  wild  and  magnificent  fortresses  of  nature, 
— those  inaccessible  walls  of  rock  and  mountain, — 
with  which  she  delighted  to  guard  her  treasures. 
To  penetrate  their  recesses,  to  scale  their  cornglo- 
merate  ramparts,  and  convey  tho  hidden  mineral 
to  market,  over  a country  whose  undulations  of  j 
surface  seemed  to  laugh  at  the  effort, — was  ridiculed 


as  the  dream  of  fanaticism  or  the  dictate  of  folly. 
But  impediments  seemed  only  to  stimulate  activity, ' 
to  quicken  the  spirit  of  speculation,  to  open  the 
purse  of  enterprise.  Much  of  the  capital  which 
had  been  successfully  employed  in  foreign  com- 
merce, was  thus  diverted  from  its  accustomed 
channel,  and  taught  to  wander  to  the  bills,  the  ra- 
vines and  the  rivers  of  the  Lehigh,  the  Schuylkill 
and  the  Susquehanna. 

Many  millions  of  dollars  were  buried  in  the  re- 
cesses of  these  mountains,  or  in  attempts  to  wind 
round  their  valleys,  or  improve  the  navigation  of 
theirstreams.  Perhaps  A IIUNDE.ED  MILLIONS, 
— and  I do  not  lightly  hazard  this  estimate, — -does 
not  exceed  the  sum  which  was  transferred  from 
the  concerns  of  mercantile  activity,  and  absorbed 
in  unproductive  investments,  made  to  develope 
the  trade,  the  agriculture,  and  above  all  the  mine- 
ral wealth  of  the  interior.  But  prodigies  were 
achieved  in  various  parts  of  the  State.  The  Schuyl- 
kill and  Susquehanna  rivers  were  first  united  by  a 
canal,  and  both  afterwards  connected  by  the  same 
kind  of  highway  with  Philadelphia.  That  vast 
arm  of  the  Atlantic,  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  was 
joined  by  canal  with  the  Delaware,  whose  noble 
waters  find  a ready  outlet  to  the  sea.  One  of  the 
great  coal-fields  of  the  State  was  brought  to  the 
gates  of  Philadelphia  by  a fine  canal  and  a noble 
railway;  and  innumerable  other  works  of  pre- 
sent expense  and  future  utility  were  undertaken 
and  completed.  Fifty  miles  at  least  of  under- 
ground railroads, are  said  to  exist  in  Schuykill  Coun- 
ty alone.  The  locks  of  the  Lehigh  canal  are  the 
deepest  and  finest  in  the  world;  and  nothing  can  ex- 
ceed in  solidity  and  beauty,  the  inclined  planes  and 
other  artificial  works  of  that  opulent  region.  Of  the 
coal  mines  aifd  iron  mines,  of  the  canals  and  rail- 
ways of  the  State,  which  were  undertaken  in  that 
day  of  blind  and  wanton  expenditure,  how  few  have 
realized  the  dreams,  or  satisfied  the  hopes  of  their  ar- 
dent projectors!  The  geology  of  the  State  had  not 
been  explored,  the  art  of  mining  was  imperfectly  un- 
derstood, and  the  science  of  engineering, "so  ycleped, 
was  marked  only  by  improvidence,  by  fraud,  and 
by  blunders.  These  gigantic  efforts,  like  all  pre- 
mature and  undigested  schemes,  were  fruitful  only 
of  sad  results  to  the  undertakers.  The  coal  trade 
was  to  be  nurtured  and  matured  by  slow  degrees;  it 
is  yet  in  its  infancy,  and  only  now  beginning  to  re- 
ward its  owners.  The  iron  manufacture,  which 
was  called  into  existence  by  the  protective  system, 
must,  in  order  to  flourish,  be  sustained  by  the  sta- 
bility of  genial  legislation.  Exposed  to  the  ca- 
prices of  fluctuating  sentiment,  and  the  evils  of  i 
step-dame  policy,  it  continues  to  cripple  or  ruin  tin 
manufacturer. 

While  the  commercial  capital  was  thus  wastinf 


[3] 


away,  and  the  commercial  spirit  absorbed  by  mo- 
mentous projects  at  a distance,  the  Erie  canal  was 
verging  to  completion.  It  was  intended  to  conduct, 
by  the  way  of  the  lakes  to  New  York,  that  western 
trade  which  had  been  the  exclusive  property  of 
Philadelphia.  The  object  was  fully  attained.  By 
this  artificial  highway,  our  natural  heritage,  the 
trade  of  the  west,  was  transferred  to  a sagacious 
and  vigilant  rival.  For  a time,  our  shrewdest 
citizens  were  too  much  amused  and  delighted  by 
their  mountain  treasures  in  the  interior,  to  perceive 
the  decline  of  their  foreign  commerce,  and  the  ad- 
verse turn  of  the  commercial  tide  in  their  domestic 
trade.  The  State,  animated  by  a proper  spirit  to- 
wards her  metropolis,  determined  not  to  submit,  an 
unresisting  viction,  to  an  inversion  of  the  natural 
laws  of  trade.  She  planned  a grand  scheme  of  in- 
ternal improvements,  which  proposed,  among  its 
primary  objects,  the  irrevocable  appropriation  to 
herself  of  the  western  produce  and  markets,  and  a 
part  of  the  cpmmerce  of  the  lakes.  This  theory, 
if  prosecuted  with  the  intelligence  and  forecast 
which  gave  it  birth,  would  have  neutralized  the 
effects  of  the  Erie  canal,  and  prevented  the  fame  of 
Clinton,  by  undermining  or  removing  the  base  of 
its  monument.  But  owing  to  irretrievable  mistakes 
in  the  construction  of  the  great  highway, .which 
was  made  to  Pittsburg,  the  western  trade  refused 
the  conveyance — a conveyance  which  was,  in  truth, 
of  such  a nature  as  to  confirm  it  inalienably  to 
New  York. 

The  chain  which  was  to  bind  Philadelphia  with 
the  West,  was  not  continuous  and  unbroken;  com- 
posed of  intermingling  and  welded  links; — but  sev- 
ered, disjointed,  fragmentary.  It  was  an  am- 
phibious connection  of  land  and  water,  consisting  of 
two  railways  separated  by  canal,  and  of  two  canals 
separated  by  railway,  happily  elucidating  the  defects 
peculiar  to  both  modes  of  transit,  with  the  advan- 
tages of  neither.  This  improvement  being  useless 
as  a competitor  of  the  Erie  canal,  and  other  pro- 
jects being  unfinished,  the  public  works  disappoint- 
ed private  hope  in  the  benefits  they  promised,  and 
public  hope  in  the  unprofitable  burden  they  impos- 
ed. The  Commonwealth  oppressed  by  her  debt, 
and  the  citizens  impoverished  by  their  losses,  the 
western  trade  alienated  and  the  foreign  trade  ne- 
glected and  diminishing,  Pennsylvania  presented 
the  reverse  side  of  her  early  picture — one  not  pleas- 
ing to  contemplate,  but,  I presume,  less  painful  and 
humiliating  in  the  remembrance  and  retrospect 
than  in  the  experience  and  reality. 

These  misfortunes  were  accompanied  or  quickly 
followed  by  others.  Severe  losses  in  the  China 
trade  ruined  some  of  the  largest  ship-owners,  and 
unwisely  led  to  the  total  abandonment  at  our  port, 


of  this  lucrative  branch  of  commerce.  In  the 
gloom  which  pervaded  the  commercial  ranks  of 
society,  some  of  our  most  astute  and  enterprising 
merchants  removed  to  New  York,  and  aided  by 
their  capital  and  intelligence  to  build  up  that  pros-' 
perity,  to  which  the  acquisition  of  the  western  trade 
and  the  foreign  commerce  of  Philadelphia,  had 
largely  contributed.  Other  melancholy  events 
succeeded.  The  Bank  of  the  United  States,  though  : 
situated  in  this  city,  did  not  render  such  accommo-  | 
dations  to  the  business  community  here,  as  were 
favorable  to  the  growth  of  the  foreign,  or  the  en- 
largement of  the  coasting  trade.  Still  paper  money( 
was  so  abundant  as  to  foster  remote  enterprises, and, 
lead  to  many  visionary  and  extravagant  schemes.jj 
The  bankruptcy  of  that  great  institution,  so  long  the 
cherished  object  of  our  pride  and  confidence,  was  as' 
sudden  as  the  descent  of  an  avalanche.  Otherfinan-  , 
eial  disasters  followed  it,  in  quick  succession.  These  i 
failures  suddenly  contracted,  within  tfie  narrow-, 
est  limits,  a currency  of  unusual  expansion,  and  , 
threatened  to  involve  our  people  in  a general  in-  , 
solvency.  Prices  which  had  been  unnaturally  in-, 
flated,  became  so  depressed  as  to  be  merely  nominal. 
All  exchange  of  commodities  was  at  an  end,  nego-. 
ciations  of  sale  and  purchase  stopped,  and  the  pay-, 
ment  of  debts  ceased.  The  banking  capital  of  the 
City  was  reduced  by  the  simple  process  of  annihila- 
tion, from  fifty-one  m llions  to  ileven  millions  o: 
dollars!  Where  ruddy  health,  perhaps  unnatural 
plethora,  had  appeared,  all  were  paleness  and, 
dejection,  wan  extenuation  and  prostrate  syncope. 
If  a volcano  had  opened  its  fiery  jaws  in  oui 
midst,  or  an  earthquake  had  shaken  the  firmesi 
edifices  to  their  foundations,  the  popular  terror 
could  not  have  been  more  complete,  the  distress 
and  dismay  could  not  have  been  more  painful  oj. 
pervading.  The  multitudes  over  the  State  whe, 
had  entered  into  engagements  in  a moment  of  uni, 
versa!  confidence,  and  upon  the  faith  of  fair  but  de 
ceptive  appearances,  as  they  were  unable  to  pay 
were  quickly  required  to  make  liquidation. 
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One  of  the  most  humiliating  consequences  t<j 
Pennsylvania,  of  that  season  of  gloom  and  con  d 
sternation,  was  the  present  inability  of  the  Uom  . « 
monwealth  to  meet  her  obligations.  She  sus-: 
pended  the  payment  of  interest  on  her  debt,  and  !< 
issued  certificates  in  the  place  of  money.  No  pri:  1 
vate  person  of  mature  age,  or  responsible  characi 
ter,  that  I ever  heard  of,  no  public  man  of  anj  t 
faction,  and  no  State  Paper  of  any  description,  eve- 
counselled  or  hinted  at  such  a scheme  of  redres; 
as  the  sponge,  such  a measure  of  relief  as  repudia j :l; 
t ion.  The  sentiment  of  both  the  great  political 
parties  in  the  State,  at  a time  of  deep  despondencj 
and  unusual  excitement,  was  united — without  onu 


3lsingle  wrong-headed  exception  among  the  adhe- 
rents of  either, — in  favor  of  a speedy  resumption, 
Qind  the  honorable  redemption  of  the  public  faith. 
;}A  rigid  system  of  economy  was  introduced  into  all 
gthe  departments  o?  administration, — by  retrench- 
3tment  of  expenses,  reduction  of  salaries  and  discon- 
tinuance of  the  public  works.  These  measures 
fl,could  have  in  view  but  the  one  object  of  payment. 
5;In  order  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  treasury  and 
-jpay  off  the  public  creditor,  the  improvements  of  the 
tpState  which  were  finished,  were  offered  for  sale  to 
the  highest  bidder.  But  the  currency  was  cramped 
[jOr  gone.  There  was  no  representative  of  value, 
pfl,ud  pecuniary  means  were  hoarded  or  inaccessible. 
pNo  bidder  could  be  found  who  had  the  courage  or 
jjftbility  to  make  an  offer.  The  calamities  of  ship 
fe 


wreck  marked  the  ravages  of  that  fearful  storm. 
When  its  fury  was  spent,  and  the  eye  could  coolly 
scan  the  track  of  the  hurricane,  nothing  but  blight 
and  desolation  met  the  view.  Persons  accustomed 
to  opulence,  were  reduced  to  the  extremity  of  in- 
digence. Our  fair  City,  as  a community,  lost  ag- 
gregately an  immense  amount  of  capital,  varying 
according  to  the  principles  of  different  estimates, 
between  FIFTY  AND  EIGHTY  MILLIONS  OF 
DOLLARS.  But  enough  has  been  said  to  account 
for  the  diminution  of  Philadelphia  commerce. 

The  next  question  occurs  how  it  is  to  be  regain- 
ed,— but  I will  defer  the  consideration  of  this  topic 
to  another  day.  In  the  meantime,  believe  me  to 
be,  yours,  very  truly,  &o. 


LETTER  II. 


Philadelphia,  August  5,  1851. 

Mr  Dear  Sir: — I observed  in  my  previous  letter, 
that  Pennsylvania  and  her  metropolis  advanced 
more  rapidly  in  population,  arts  and  wealth,  than 
their  older  neighbors  of  New  York  and  New  Eng- 
land; and  that  this  early  momentum  was  maintained 
to  within  a quarter  of  a century  of  the  present 
time.  The  State  and  City  now  stand  numerically 
as  second  to  the  City  and  State  of  New  York, 
but  possessing,  as  they  do,  the  means  of  greatness 
beyond  the  resources  of  their  competitors,  it  re- 
quires no  aid  from  the  genius  of  prophecy  to  see, 
that  Pennsylvania  and  Philadelphia  must  each 
stand  primus  absque  secundo,  respectively  pre- 
eminent, without  a rival  in  this  country. 

In  tracing  the  career  of  our  City,  we  have  seen 
that  her  business  relations  with  Europe  were  ar- 
rested by  the  abstraction  of  the  capital  and  atten- 
tion necessary  to  its  success;  that  it  was  de- 
coyed to  distant  and  gigantic  enterprises  in  the  in- 
terior,— to  mines  and  furnaces,  to  canals  and  rail- 
ways. I am  now  to  inquire  what  effect  these  de- 
velopments and  improvements  have  produced,  in 
enhancing  the  productive  wealth  of  the  State,  and 
adding  means  to  the  City.  You  will  find  as  I pro- 
ceed, that  the  temporary  check  which  was  given  to 
the  tide  of  her  prosperity,  in  obstructing  its  exter- 
nal current,  has  generously  repaired  the  damage  by 
i opening  the  great  fountains  of  the  internal  deep  ; 
and  that  within  and  beyond  the  borders  of  Penn- 
sylvania, various  elements  are  uniting  their  forces 
which  will  bring  back  with  tenfold  increase,*  all 
that  has  been  divertedor  withheld,  will  inde- 
finitely swell  the  volume  of  her  domestic  and  foreign 
trade.  Permit  me  then  to  return  to  the  topic  with 
which  I closed  my  epistle,  and  consider  the  feasi- 
I bility  of  restoring  to  Philadelphia,  the  foreign  com- 
merce of  which  she  has  been  deprived. 

The  writers  of  New  York  insist  that  her  situa- 
tion on  the  Delaware  river,  at  a distance  of  nearly 
; 100  miles  from  the  Atlantic,  is  liable  to  many  ob- 
jections. On  the  other  hand,  all  impartial  persons 
of  competent  intelligence, — experienced  navigators, 
well-informed  merchants,  and  gentlemen  conver- 
sant with  nautical  affairs, — agree  in  a different 
sentiment.  They  find  in  Europe  the  largest  towns, 
and  the  most  extended  activity,  the  characteristics 
of  ports  situated  on  rivers,  nearly  as  far  removed 
from  the  open  sea.  London  on  the  Thames,  Paris 
on  the  Seine,  and  Liverpool  on  the  Mersey,  two  of 
which  are  the  largest  cities  of  Europe,  can  boast 
I of  no  great  advantage  oyer  Philadelphia  in  proximi- 
, ty  to  the  ocean. 


But  the  Delaware  was  once  traversed  by  a rich 
and  busy  eemineree.  As  the  length  of  the  river  i 
did  not  prevent  its  successful  prosecution,  so  it  can  'L 
interpose  no  barrier  to  its  return,  since  modern  im-  1 
provements,  such  as  the  facilities  of  steam  and  othei 
artificial  aids  to  navigation,  overcome  the  distance  \ 
in  a few  hours.  In  geographical  space,  she  is  af  ; 
remote  from  the  Atlantic  as  when  she  engrossed  sc 
large  a portion  of  American  commerce;  but  in  point  i 
of  time  she  has  made  no  inconsiderable  approaches.'  ■ 
since  distance  is  to  be  measured  not  by  miles,  but 1 , 
by  the  speed  of  the  motion  employed  to  overcome 
it.  The  mildness  of  the  climate  and,  an  efficiem  1 
ice-breaker  place  her  beyond  the  visitation  of  s 
casualty,  to  which  the  Siberian  winters  of  Bostor 
render  the  harbor  of  that  city  peculiarly  exposed 
In  brief,  the  tug  and  the  ice-boat  have  removed  every 1 
diversity  of  ingenious  objection,  and  dissipated  oi  l1 
neutralized  every  form  of  physical  impediment. 

These  appliances  of  modern  times  do  not  lesser 
the  security  of  her  marine,  while  they  place  her  or 
the  same  platform  with  the  most  favored  port  oi 
the  sea.  Her  ships  while  in  port  are  effectually  ! 
secured  from  ocean  blasts,  and  enter  on  their  voy  ■ 
ages  with  the  confidence  of  safety,  and  with  al. 
assurances  of  despatch. 

But  the  kind  and  watchful  guardians  of  our  City 
in  New  York,  ever  solicitous  that  she  should  dc 
herself  no  injury  by  rashness,  raise  their  warn- 
ing voices  in  a chorus  of  objections.  They  pru 
dently  hint,  but  in  whispers,  that  the  shoal  anc  r. 
narrow  channel  of  the  Delaware  presents  insupera 
ble  obstacles  to  the  easy  admission  into  our  port  o 
the  largest  vessels;  and  that  the  want  of  room  fo:  1 
wharves,  prevents  us  from  accommodating  a largi 
mercantile  marine.  Such  intimations,  whether  by 
wink  or  innuendo, or  by  direct  and  Unequivocal  as- 
sertion, whether  made  in  ignorance  of  facts,  oi 
from  motives  of  wanton  disparagement,  are  wholly 
unfounded  and  gratuitous. 

The  accommodations  for  shipping  at  the  port  o.  • 
Philadelphia  are  ample,  and  certainly  more  thai 
equal  to  the  present  requisitions  of  the  port  of  Nev 
York.-*  The  noble  river  itself  is  nearly  a mile  ir 
width,  from  the  Pennsylvania  to  the  Jersey  shore 
Aline  of  wharves,  more  than  three  miles  long,  nov  ; 
stretch  along  the  eastern  front  of  Philadelphia.— 
The  chain  may  be  prolonged  beyond  Richmond  o^ 
the  north,  to  Greenwich  Point,  beyond  the  Navy  I: 
Yard,  on  the  south,  making  a distance  of  six  miles  11 
and  capable  of  indefinite  extension  beyond  thesi 
limits.  On  the  bosom  of  this  majestic  highway,  th 
largest  vessel  in  the  naval  service  may  securely  rid 


jiup  to  and  beyond  the  city. — At  the  Navy  Yard  on  i 
■eits  bank,  were  built  some  ofthe  finest  specimens  of  j 
iinaval  architecture  of  which  our  country  can  boast. 
A.The  United  States  ship  of  the  line,  Pennsylvania, 
;hthe  pride  and  boast  of  the  American  navy,  and  be- 
myond  question  one  of  the  largest  vessels  in  the 
tiworld,  found  her  unobstructed  passage  to  the 
ciocean  from  her  dock  at  Philadelphia.  The  chan- 
Imel  of  the  Delaware  is  abundantly  wide  and 
ptdeep,  for  the  requisitions  of  commerce  in  peace, 
3land  the  exigencies  of  navigation,  in  time  of  war. 
tbit  appears  from  the  chart  of  the  official  Coast 
oiSurvey,  that  the  channel  is  seldom  less  than  a 
aiquarter  of  a mile  in  breadth,  and  varies  in 
Ndepth,  at  the  most  depressed  stage  of  low  water, 
aU  rom  four  to  nine  and  a half  fathoms,  except  at  the 
bar  below  Fort  Mifflin.  At  this  point,  which  is 
out  a few  rods  in  extent,  the  deepness  is  eighteen 
feet  at  low  water;  but  as  the  tide  rises  to  seven 
feet  eight  inches  above  the  plane  to  which  the 
soundings  are  reduced,  a profundity  even  there  is 
rttained,  which  is  equal  to  any  emergency,  and 
the  wants  of  the  largest  craft.  In  the  face  of  these 
facts,  officially  ascertained  and  recorded,  and  of 
the  commercial  history  of  the  Delaware,  one  of  the 
newspapers  of  New  York  is  in  the  habit  of  inform- 
ing and  repeating,  with  emphasis, — to  its  willing 
or  credulous  readers, — that  the  stream  of  our  mag- 
nigfieent  Delaware  will  not  admit  the  passage  of 
merchant  ships  of  the  first  class  and  highest  ton- 
nage! I shall  hereafter  give  you  some  account 
of  our  mercantile  marine,  and  of  the  vessels  which 
habitually  sail  from  the  port. 

It  thus  appears  that  Philadelphia  has  convenient 
accommodations  for  a large  marine,  has  a safe 
harbor,  and  an  expansive  outlet  to  the  ocean.  No- 
thing but  the  absence  of  will  on  the  part  of  her 
merchants  to  appropriate  these  blessings, — nothing 
but  a sluggish  and  censurable  indifference  to  the 
rarest  natural  advantages, — nothing  but  the  un- 
manly spirit  which  would  tamely  submit  itself  to  a 
degrading  and  suicidal  dependance  on  the  ship- 
ping of  New  York, — can  prevent  the  return,  as 
their  opposites  effected  the  acquisition,  of  a remote 
as  well  as  proximate,  of  a great  as  well  as  produc- 
tive commerce.  Shakspeare  with  a stroke  of  his 
pen,  thus  indelibly  engraves  the  decree  of  fate,  or 
the  deliberate  award  of  mankind,  as  the  result  of 
inactivity : 

im  An  active  dwarf  we  do  allowance  give, 
Before  a sleeping  giant.” 

But  Philadelphia  has  not  only  a noble  river,  but 
the  materials  necessary  to  make  it  the  avenue  of  a 
mighty  commerce. 

In  order  the  more  distinctly  to  show  her  capaci- 
ty to  regain  what  she  has  lost,  with  additions  pro- 
portioned to  her  augmented  numbers  and  larger 


capital,  the  eye  must  bo  fixed  on  her  history  and 
progress,  while  glancing  at  the  elements  of  trade 
within  and  around  her.  The  Genius  of  Philadel- 
phia commerce  should  he  endowed  with  those 
faculties  of  past  and  future  which  are  ascribed  to 
the  double-faced  Janus  of  antiquity;  one  to  appro- 
priate tbe  rich  and  instructive  lessons  which  a cen- 
tury and  a half  has  revealed,  that  the  other  may 
secure  that  brilliant  destiny  which  the  illuminated 
record  unfolds.  Let  us  see  how  a survey  of  sur- 
rounding circumstances  and  the  register  of  past 
experience,  will  justify  a favorable  prediction  in 
regard  to  her  future  career. 

Pennsylvania  possesses  in  her  site,  one  element 
of  intrinsic  superiority  overall  her  sisters.  She  is 
the  only  state  in  the  Union  which  has  a navigable 
outlet  to  the  Atlantic,  a footing  on  the  lakes,  and  a 
position  on  the  western  waters.  Her  controlling 
sceptre  is  admitted  over  the  long  line  of  the  Ohio, 
by  standing  at  its  head,  at  Pittsburgh.  But  before 
I trace  the  advantages  of  this  position  in  furnish- 
ing so  many  inlets  to  the  vast  reservoir  of  her  ex- 
ternal trade,  so  many  tributaries  to  the  expansive 
sea  of  her  foreign  commerce,  permit  me  to  take  a 
rapid  view  of  what  her  own  territory  supplies. 

The  resources  of  the  State  are  surpassingly  rich. 
The  anthracite  coal  trade  which  commenced  by 
actual  exportation  in  1820,  with  365  tons,  will 
amount  in  the  present  year  to  nearly  4,000,000. — 
Since  the  year  1845  the  vessels  employed  in  these 
shipments,  at  Richmond,  have  exceeded  in  number 
and  capacity  the  whole  foreign  tonnage  of  New 
York.  Your  town  of  New  Castle,  in  England,  is 
said  to  enjoy  from  the  coal  business  alone,  a 
commerce  second  only-to  London  itself.  We  may 
reasonably  anticipate  from  the  increasing  exports 
of  that  article  from  year  to  year,  and  the  value  of 
the  return  freights,  that  the  suburb  of  Richmond, 
now  three-quarters  of  a mile  from  the  northern 
extremity  of  Philadelphia,  will  soon  mingle  with 
and  form  part  of  the  metropolis  itself. — So  long  ago 
as  1837,  the  insurable  interest  in  the  coal  trade 
passing  round  Cape  May,  was  estimated  by  Major 
Bache,  upon  competent  data,  to  exceed  $22,000,000 
per  annum.  At  that  time  the  anthracite  coal  trade, 
concentrated  on  the  Delaware,  had  not  arrived  at  a 
third  of  its  present  magnitude.  Nor  do  I include  in 
the  estimate  of  four  millions  of  tonsforthe  anthra- 
cite trade  of  tba  current  year,  the  western  and  north- 
ern shipments  of  bituminous  coals,  which,  it  is  be- 
lieved, will  exceed  the  half  of  that  quantity.  If 
the  supply  from  the  mines  of  Pennsylvania,  has 
risen  in  thirty  years  from  365  tons  to  four  millions 
annually,  it  is  easy  to  calculate  the  ratio  of  future 
increase,  and  how  soon,  with  the  bituminous  trade, 
it  will  equal  that  of  the  British  dominions. 

The  Iron  manufacture  of  Pennsylvania,  e; 


as  it  is  to  perverse,  and  visited  as  it  has  been  by 
adverse  legislation,  greatly  transcends  in  amount  of 
production,  that  of  all  the  other  States  in  the  Union. 
We  exceed  the  product  of  manufacture  in  Russia 
and  Sweden  united,  and  go  beyond  that  of  all 
Germany.  We  produce  more  iron  than  France,  and 
equal  in  magnitude  the  production  of  England,  as 
her  manufacture  stood  in  the  year  1820.  It  would 
he  difficult  to  compute  the  value  of  this  business  to 
Pennsylvania,  if  the  manufacturer  of  iron  had  not 
to  contend  with  the  low  rates  of  wages  paid  to  the 
English  laborer,  while  he  is  obliged  to  pay  those 
which  are  prevalent  in  this  country.  An  excellent 
mineral  and  the  means  of  working  it,  abound  in 
surpassing  quantities;  but  owing  to  the  large  capi- 
tal required  for  the  maintenance  of  the  business,  and 
the  risks  attending  its  pursuit,  the  making  of  iron 
is  languishing  and  its  results  unprofitable.  The 
works  established  are  not  driven  to  half  their  capa- 
city, with  incredible  loss  to  the  State  and  deep  in- 
jury to  its  citizens. 

What  has  made  England  the  richest  country  in 
Europe,  but  the  possession  of  coal  and  iron,  and 
the  protection  they  received,  in  the  early  period  of 
producing  them,  from  the  ruinous  effects  of  foreign 
competition?  The  relation  which  England  bears 
to  the  rest  of  Europe,  from  the  wealth  which  these 
minerals  amass,  will  be  sustained  by  Pennsylvania 
towards  her  sisters  of  the  confederacy.  Your  wri- 
ters go  far  towards  assigning,  as  the  only  reason 
for  England  becoming  the  great  capitalist  of  Eu- 
rope, her  possession  of  coal  and  iron.  Professor 
Buckland  informs  us  that  the  facilities  imparted  by 
coal  to  manufacture,  enable  less  than  one  million  of 
her  population  to  perform  the  labor,  in  the  produc- 
tion of  artificial  fabrics,  of  TOO. 000, 000  of  persons. 
Richard  Cobden  discovers  in  her  iron  and  coal,  “the 
primary  source  of  her  wealth  and  power,”  and  de- 
clares that  the  want  of  them  alone  “prevents  other 
nations  olkEurope  from  rivalling  her  in  manufac- 
turing greatness.”  McCulloch  and  other  writers 
of  authority  confirm  this  view,  and  express  the 
conviction  that  if  the  British  eoal  should  become 
exhausted,  her  boasted  manufactures,  now  so  de- 
pendant upon  machinery,  would  soon  become  ex- 
tinct. You  may  hence  see,  in  the  countless  abun- 
. dance  of  these  minerals  over  Pennsylvania,  one  of 
the  grand  sources  of  her  domestic  wealth,  and  in 
the  early  and  extensive  developments  of  these  ele- 
enients  of  convenience  and  manufacture,  and  in  the 
; means  of  their  conveyance  to  market,  her  best  title 
to  pre-eminence  and  commerce. 

No  one  needs  be  told  of  the  agricultural  capaei- 
. ties  of  Pennsylvania,  of  the  fertility  of  her  soil, 
and  the  excellence  of  her  farmers.  Ohio  alone  is 
before  her  in  the  article  of  wheat,  and  some  other 


Southern  states  in  that  of  Indian  corn,  but  she  car-  ^ 
ries  the  palm  in  the  general  productions  of  agricul- 
ure.  Her  products  are  constantly  on  the  increase,  I 
and  considering  the  broad  belt  of  sterile  mountains  1 
which  divide  and  environ  her,  and  the  vast  area  off, 
the  mineral  soil,  the  prevailing  fertility  of  her  ex-  , 
tended  plains  and  valleys,  inspires  the  emotion  of '■(, 
wonder  as  well  as  the  sentiment  of  gratitude.  This 
is  doubtless  owing  chiefly  to  the  bounty  of  nature,  \ 
but  something  is  due  to  the  cultivation  and  thrift,  I 
the  industry  and  intelligence  of  the  rural  popula-  i 
tion.  The  practical  farmer  of  Pennsylvania  cannot 
find  a happier  or  more  plentiful  home  than  that 
which  his  own  acres  supply.  They  in  turn  eulti- 
vate  his  virtues,  while  they  bound  the  circle  of  his ! ^ 
wants  and  ambition.  \ 

“Each  wish  contracting  fits  him  for  the  soil.”  -S 
It  may  now  be  well  to  compute  by  authentic1 
arithmetic  the  aggregate  amount  of  her  various  11 
and  multiplied  resources.  I rely  for  the  accuracy  ■ 
of  my  figures  upon  estimates,  prepared  in  the  year ' 
1844,  from  the  official  returns  of  the  United  States 11 
Census  of  1840,  and  compiled  under  the  eyes  of 
John  Downs  and  Freeman  Hunt,  the  well  known 
editor  of  the  Merchants’  Magazine,  a work  gene-  { 
rally  received  as  correct  in  its  statistical  details.  , 
According  to  these  tables,  the  total  value  of  real  1 
estate  in  Pennsylvania  is  §1,400,000,000,  and  of  ■ 
personal  property  §700,000,000,  making  a capital  : 
of  Twenty-One  Hundred  Millions  op  Dollars!  ■ 
No  estimate  of  the  real  and  personal  property  of 
New  York  amounted,  at  that  period,  to  one-third,  of  1 
this  aggregate.  If  we  add  to  it  the  wealth  which 
has  since  been  accumulated,  by  constant  develop- 
ment and  unstinted  expenditure,  the  sum  will  be  l, 
so  much  increased  as  to  depress  New  York  still 
lower  in  comparison  with  Pennsylvania. 

Such  is  the  present  wealth,  and  such  the  founda-  \ 
tion  of  the  future  resources  of  this  State.  And  ■ 
thanks  to  the  prodigality  of  a former  age,  these 
riches  are  not  wholly  unproductive,  nor  “dead 
weights”  upon  the  present  times.  Capital  is  still 
required  adequately  to  unfold  this  magazine  of  na- 
ture, though  much  has  already  been  expended. — - 
For  the  development  of  the  mineral  wealth  of  the  11 
State,  I ascertain  that  the  expenditure  amounts  to 
five  limes  the  sum  appropriated  by  Congress  to  all 
physical  improvements  whatever  in  the  United 1 
States,  since  the  year  1804, — for  roads,  fortifications, 
harbors  and  rivers! 

Let  us  then  see  how  the  public  spirit  and  en-  , 
lightened  activity  of  her  metropolis,  under  the 
depressions  of  an  exiled  commerce,  a transferred  ' 
and  buried  capital,  has  made  these  multiplied  bene- ' 
fits  her  own.  This  view  will  oxhibit  the  capabili- 
ties of  the  City  to  sustain  a large  foreign  commerce 
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;u!and  present  such  inducements  as  may  exist  to  the 
fitcollection  of  the  funds  necessai-y  to  establish,  ather 
Import,  a line  of  regular  steamers. 

T 

A The  whole  number  of  railways  within  the  state 
l'  “of  Pennsylvania,  which  exceed  a mile  in  length,  is 
ff‘4'2,  embracing  together  an  aggregate  extent  of 
^1132  miles.  Authentic  data  are  before  me,  labori- 
ously compiled  by  Col.  Childs,  which  show  that 
O.he  0ost  of  constructing  much  the  greater  portion 
f^Sf  these  1132  miles  of  railway,  amounts  to  the  sum 
Kf  §48,236,431.  If  to  this  sum  be  added  the  cost 
ff*of  those  which  are  not  officially  ascertained,  and  of 
’^’.hose  prolonged  beyond  our  limits,  hut  made  with 
^’Pennsylvania  capital,  the  estimate,  upon  reas»n- 
^Hble  presumptions,  would  swell  the  whole  expendi- 
ture to  above  sixty  millions  of  dollars.  The  length 
k*\f  the  canals  made  within  the  borders  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, is  about  1,000  miles,  the  construction  of 
^eVhich  may  be  estimated  to  have  cost  nearly  thirty 
[einillions  of  dollars.  The  immense  sums  which  have 
,0)een  employed  in  making  tunnels  and  adits  to  coal, 
l*3nd  subterranean  and  superficial  structures,  for 
^nining  ; and  in  the  disinterment  of  iron  ore,  and 
taVorks  connected  with  its  manufacture;  would  more 
^han  double  the  expenditure  for  railways  and 
ae:anals.  No  City  in  the  Union  has  been  so  profuse 
,niS  Philadelphia  in  the  application  of  its  capital,  to 
orlevelope  the  material  wealth  of  the  State,  in  which 
nlhe  is  situated ; nor  can  any  other  State  of  the 
Confederacy,  exhibit  such  extensive  lines  of  arti- 
Ducial  conveyance. 

Df 

As  Pennsylvania  is  in  the  van  among  her  sisters 
^an  resources  and  improvements,  so  will  be  the  des- 
,iny  of  her  metropolis  in  magnitude  and  trade. — 
‘lc5HE,  and  not  New  York,  is  the  great  distributor 
^\nd  seller  of  merchandize  to  a large  portion  of 
^ Tie  western  and  southern  country.  Not  content  with 
mi,arious  railway  connexions  with  many,  the  chief 
Joints  of  trade  in  her  own  State,  she  will  soon 
raiold  in  her  iron  embrace  the  cities  of  Columbus, 
Cincinnati,  and  St.  Louis,  by  way  of  Pittsburg,  the 
great  western  emporium  of  Pennsylvania.  To 
^)1hese  granaries,  the  various  avenues  of  western 
1 rade  converge.  At  no  distant  day  she  will  place 

IS 

. ler  cars,  by  way  of  her  own  great  entrepot,  at 
Cleveland,  in  Ohio,  and  at  the  town  of  Erie,  in  her 
State,  on  the  Lake.  These  connexions  will 
ecure  a large  portion  of  the  trade  of  that  grand 
ighway  of  waters.  At  Wheeling,  in  the  State  of 
Virginia,  she  will  participate  with  Baltimore  in  the 
outhern  trade.  These  points  of  junction  give  to 
’hiladelphia,  the  trade  of  that  immense  region 
'^rest,  north  and  south,  whose  luxuriant  opulence 
npould  build  into  greatness,  and  sustain  the  pros- 
erity  of  many  cities.  Locally  situated  between 
Tfew  York  and  the  fertile  districts  beyond,  their 
>o 


trade  is  naturally  hers,  and  she  now  is  stretchin 
out  her  iron  arms  to  receive  what  nature  so  boui 
tifully  offers. 

New  York  having  no  geographical  connexio 
with  the  west,  is  limited  by  her  natural  boundar 
to  the  Lake  trade,  and  encounters  in  her  ambitiou 
endeavours  to  clutch  our  western  commerce,  the  er 
terposing  barrier  of  the  county  of  Erie,  in  Pent 
sylvania.  If  the  existing  legislation  of  the  State; 
to  be  respected,  and  future  legislatures  prov 
faithful  to  their  duty,  the  Gate  of  the  West  wi 
never  be  opened  to  such  an  avenue  as  the  Ne’ 
YorkandErie  railroad.  This  thoroughfare  is  cor 
structed  upon  the  very  narrow  principle  of  the  wia 
gage,  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  the  city  of  Nei 
York,  and  to  prevent  any  beneficial  union  with  th 
works  of  Pennsylvania,  the  width  of  whose  rail 
ways  requires  different  engines  and  cars.  Confin 
ing  her  to  Dunkirk,  until  Philadelphia  shall  hav 
reached]  the  port  of  Erie,  with  a railway  whin 
she  is  resolved  to  construct,  the  western  roads  o 
the  gage  common  to  the  whole  country,  will  con 
verge  at  the  same  terminus,  and  their  cars  withou 
the  necessity  of  trans-shipment,  will  pass  direct! 
to  Philadelphia  ; — leaving  to  New  York  only  tha 
portion  of  trade  which  is  specially  destiaed  for  ; 
northern  mart.  Such  an  arrangement  secures  ti 
Philadelphia  the  commerce  concentrated  at  Erie 
as  she  has  already  secured  that  of  the  upper  lake; 
at  Cleveland.  By  her  connexions  with  Cincinnat 
and  Wheeling,  she  will  appropriate  to  herself  mucl 
of  that  southern  custom  which  is  intended  to  enricl 
the  metropolis  of  Maryland. 

It  is  by  means  of  the  Pennsylvania,  railway  t( 
Pittsburg,  prolonged  westwardly  to  St.  Louis,  join- 
ing Cleveland  on  one  side,  and  Wheeling  and  Cin- 
cinnati on  the  other,  and  stretching  through  Ken- 
tucky to  Nashville,  and  ulterior  points,  that  Phila- 
delphia will  enjoy  the  immense  trade  of  the  Uppei 
Lakes,  of  the  Ohio,  of  the  upper  Mississippi,  andol 
their  numerous,  beautiful  and  teeming  tributaries. 
The  improvements  of  New  York,  cannot  offer  a 
competition  with  Philadelphia  for  the  trade  of  that 
expansive  region,  of  which  these  cities  and  towns 
form  the  natural  drains  or  the  grand  foci.  Cleve- 
land is  175  miles,  and  Cincinnati  249  miles  nearer 
to  Philadelphia  than  New  York;  and  the  remoter 
point3  of  junction  beyond,  maintain  these  relative 
distances.  The  completion  of  the  railway,  now 
nearly  finished,  which  is  to  connect  these  rich  and 
wide  domains  to  Philadelphia,  will  form  a marked 
era  in  her  history.  It  will  be  the  epoch  not  mere 
ly  of  the  commencement  of  an  intimate  intercourse 
with  the  west  and  its  dependencies,  but  the  time 
when  other  enterprises  are  to  spring  into  life. 

No  untoward  accident  has  ever  marred  the  pros- 
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pects  of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  which  has  been 
blest  in  an  excellent  engineer,  by  whom  it  has  been 
capitally  located  on  the  shortest  line  which  nature 
permits,  with  light  gradients,  and  built  in  the  best 
manner,  and  at  the  least  possible  expense.  This 
undertaking  has  been  well  sustained  by  popular 
appreciation,  and  by  the  liberality  of  public  and 
private  assistance.  It  will  literally  redeem  the 
pledge  of  its  original  friends,  that  no  debt  should 
be  incurred  in  its  prosecution,  and  that  the  great 
work  should  be  carried  on  and  finished  by  means 
alone  of  subscriptions  to  the  capital  stock.  This 
policy  which  was  declared  to  be  fundamental,  has 
been  faithfully  observed,  and  the  capital  of  the 
Company,  now  nearly  if  not  fully  subscribed,  must 
prove,  so  unlikeall  previous  efforts  in  Pennsylvania, 
a paying  stock,  greatly  beyond  the  legal  interest  of 
money,  and  of  consequence,  universally  in  demand. 

The  successful  completion  of  this  enterprise  will 
create  a motive  or  incitement  to  the  construction 
of  a great  railway,  which  shall  connect  Sunbury 
with  Erie.  Such  a work  will  control  the  destinies 
of  that  mighty  commerce,  with  which  Philadel- 
phia will  be  enriched  by  the  intermediate  country  j 
and  the  north-west,  concentrated  at  the  lake,  its 
northern  terminus.  Those  disjointed  links,  which 
the  continuity  of  the  chain  requires  between  Har- 
risburg and  Sunbury,  will  be  speedily  undertaken, 
so  as  to  form  an  unbroken  connection  with  those  in- 
teresting and  fertile  regions.  No  doubt  can  be  en- 
tertained that  Philadelphia  will  shake  off  all  apathy 
and  unconcern,  and  rouse  herself  to  the  magnitude  | 
of  a present  and  impending  danger.  The  cars  of 
the  New  York  and  Erie  railway,  are  now  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  town  of  Erie  in  Pennsylvania,  and  , 
menace  Philadelphia  with  the  abstraction  of  her 
trade  in  her  own  State,  and  at  one  of  the  most  copi-  j 
ous  sources  of  its  supply. 


That  selfish  and  exclusive  policy  which  suggest- 
ed the  6 ft  gage  in  opposition  to  (4  ft,  8 in.)  the 
universal  ga,ge  of  the  country,  will,  in  the  presence 
of  a rival,  produce  the  natural  effect  of  illiberality, 
in  cutting  off  a profitable  union  between  that  rail- 
way and  the  western  roads.  It  indeed  prevents  the 
single  evil  which  this  short  sighted  policy  proposed 
alone  to  redress, — the  diversion  of  merchandize, 
once  in  its  cars,  from  their  destination  into  {he 
city  of  New  York.  By  forming  a barrier,  as  it  does, 
to  the  flow  of  all  tributaries  to  its  own  stream,  the 
invidious  design  will  be  thwarted  or  countervailed, 
by  turning  these  currents  into  the  swelling  chan- 
nel of  a railway,  leading  to  Philadelphia.  But  the 
relative  distances  from  Erie  to  Philadelphia  and 
New  York,  must  determine  the  direction  of  the 
trade,  whenever  and  as  soon  as  the  opportunity  of 
a transit  hither  shall  be  presented. 

With  such  means  of  intercourse,  such  of  trade 
and  travel  to  and  with  the  west,  north  rnd  south, 
no  value  can  be  set,  no  calculation  made  of  their 
advantages,  which  would  not  be  deemed  vain  or 
extravagant.  The  various  treasures  of  the  State 
will  seek  a market  in  its  own  metropolis,  and  the 
untold  wealth  of  the  fruitful  regions  beyond,  sur- 
passing in  extent  and  fertility  half  the  area  of  cul- 
tivated Europe,  will  be  poured  at  her  feet.  With 
these  aids,  and  the  facilities  presented  by  her  noble 
river,  the  commerce  of  Philadelphia  requires  but 
the  sustaining  hand  of  an  earnest  home-bred  pride, 
it  solicits  but  attention  to  the  dictates  of  imperious 
duty,  to  be  all  that  her  local  wants  demand,  all  that 
honest  ambition  may  covet,  all  that  reasonable 
hope  can  justify. 

But  the  length  of  my  letter  will  excuse  further 
comment  to-day. 

I remain,  dear  Sir,  <fcc. 


B 


! 
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LETTER  III. 


f 
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Philadelphia,  August  12,  1851. 

My  Dear  Sir, — The  temporary  decline  of  Phi- 
1 ladelphia  commerce  implies  only  the  control  of 
1 those  mysterious  agencies  in  the  fate  of  communi- 

p 

ties  which  are  sometimes  observable  in  the  life  of 
£*  . 

individuals.  The  causes  themselves  were  casual, 
and  future  circumstances  developing  new  elements 
1 of  growth  and  large  capacities  of  increase,  proved 
e that  as  the  causes  were  transient,  so  the  effects 
’ could  not  be  permanent.  We  saw  the  thunder-cloud 
'and  felt  the  tempest;  but  we  had  not  to  mourn  the 
fell  fury  of  the  lightning  nor  the  destructive  up- 
1 heavings  of  the  earthquake.  The  cloud  once  so 
^ black  and  threatening,  was  seen  at  length  to  reveal 
1 -a  silvery  edge,  and  the'Sun  to  peep  through  the  cre- 
1 vices  of  its  departing  shadows.  Perhaps  these 
adverse  events  were  only  in  fulfilment  of  our  lot, 
'since  it  is  said  by  .Jacob  Taylor,  the  early  astrologer 
3 and  versifier  of  Pennsylvania,  that  his  horoscope 
‘reflected  propitious  images  of  unmixed  good  for- 
1 tune,  except  during  a brief  interval  of  evil : 

/“An  envious  cloud  may  shade  the  smiling  morn, 

( Though  fates  ordain  the  beaming  sun’s  return.” 

i The  accumulated  blessings  of  Pennsylvania 
: show  that  no  malignant  planet  presided  at  her 
, birth,  that  no  evil  genius  has  woven  the  web  of  her 
destiny.  Surpassingly  rich  in  herself,  independent 
of  other  states  for  the  same  cause,  and  furnishing 
in  her  great  metropolis  an  outlet  and  mart  to  so 
many  of  her  sisters,  she  may  be  said  to  be  poised 
in  the  centre  of  the  system,  a load-stone  of  intrinsic 
power,  and  attracting  to  itself  all  materials  of  simi- 
lar value.  Eor  reasons  like  these,  she  has  not  been 
inaptly  denominated  the  Key-stone  State.  But 
looking  to  the  principles  of  her  civil  as  well  as  to 
her  material  history,  to  her  geographical  position, 
to  her  unlimited  resources,  to  her  natural  and  arti- 
ficial lines  of  connection  ; — how,  without  aid,  she 
can  stand  alone,  and  yet  in  the  capacity  of  her  sup- 
plies how  important  to  the  aid  of  others; — she  maybe 
called  not  merely  the  Key-stone  State  of  the  Federal 
Union,  but  form  the  strong  and  enduring  Arch 
itself,  destined  perhaps,  as  she  is  capable  and 
willing,  to  support  in  perpetuity  the  grand  and 
majestic  edifice  of  the  eollossal  national  pile! 

As  I have  touched  upon  the  external  materials 
of  Philadelphia  commerce,  it  is  necessary  to  con- 
sider what  she  possesses  in  herself  to  minister  to 
its  interests,  as  a community.  It  will  strike  you 
perhaps  with  surprise,  that  Philadelphia  should 
continue  to  advance,  as  she  really  has  increased  in 


population  and  activity,  even  during  the  partial 
eclipse  of  her  commercial  sun,  at  its  darkest  hour. 
But  a reason  will  be  found  for  this  apparenl 
anomaly,  if  we  look  at  the  State  with  which  sho  is 
connected.  Amid  all  her  troubles,  the  fields  ol 
Pennsylvania,  waved  in  smiling  and  plentiful  luxu- 
riance; the  materials  of  manufacturing  industry 
were  supplied  from  the  tracts  of  her  uncultivated 
domain;  and  other  States  looked  to  her  for  fuel  and 
iron,  for  the  means  as  well  of  making  machinery  as 
of  applying  it  to  productive  uses. 

In  half  a century  after  the  English  settlement  of 
Pennsylvania,  her  chief  city  exceeded  the  popula- 
tion of  New  York.  She  maintained  this  numerical 
superiority  to  the  year  1830,  when  the  Erie  canal  of 
New  York,  in  diverting  her  western  trade,  and  the 
minerals  of  our  own  state  in  attracting  attention 
and  capital  from  the  concerns  of  foreign  commerce, 
began  to  manifest  their  effects  on  the  numbers  and 
wealth  of  Philadelphia.  It  may  be  well  to  trace 
this 

“ tale 

To  the  dim  point  where  records  fail.” 

At  the  time  of  the  English  settlement  in  1682, 
the  site  of  Philadelphia  was  a dense  forest,  a broad 
expanse  of  magsificent  and  illimitable  wilderness, 
almost  untrodden  by  civilized  foot.  New  York 
was,  at  that  time,  a flourishing  town,  with  a popu- 
lation of  about  5,000  souls.  The  city  of  Penn  soor 
passed  her  as  a community,  in  trade,  in  population, 
and  in  wealth.  We  have  no  reliable  data  as  to  the 
respective  populousness  of  the  two  cities,  until  the 


national  census  of  1790.  I extract  from  that  and 
its  successors  the  following  table  : 

City  and 

County  of  New 
York. 

City  and  County  of  Phila- 
delphia, 

Years. 

Inhabitants. 

Years. 

Inhabitants 

1790, 

33,131 

1790, 

54,391 

1800, 

00,489 

1800, 

81,009 

1810, 

96,373 

1810, 

111,210 

1820, 

123,706 

1820, 

137,097 

1830, 

197.112 

1830, 

188,961 

1840, 

312,710 

1840, 

258,037 

1850, 

515,394 

1850, 

409,000 

It  appears,  from  this  table,  that  Philadelphii 
was  entitled  to  the  consideration  of  being  tin 
largest  city  of  the  United  States,  down  to  the  yea: 
1830,  when  New  York,  by  the  Census  of  that  year 
exhibited  an  excess  in  population  of  less  than  8201 
persons.  The  era  of  retrogression,  in  eomparisoi 
with  her  neighbor,  may  he  fixed  at  that  lamentabl 
period, — the  epoch  of  so  many  troubles, — when  th 
Bank  of  the  United  States  placed  itself  in  an  atti 


tilde  of  defiance  to  the  will,  the  power  and  the 
popularity  of  President  Jackson.  The  Bank  fell, 
if  not  in  the  encounter,  at  least  by  the  wounds 
which  that  encounter  inflicted,  and  buried  some  of 
our  ablest,  however  mistaken,  citizens,  in  its  stu- 
pendous hut  melancholy  ruins.  Though  New  York 
has  advanced  with  accelerated  speed  since  1SS0, 
yet  Philadelphia  is  close  behind  her, — • proximus  et 
non  longo  intervallo. — According  to  the  Census  re- 
turns, notwithstanding  her  mineral,  financial  and 
commercial  losses,  she  has  increased  in  a ratio  ex- 
ceeding thirty-five  per  cent,  in  every  ten  years. 

But  I am  unable  to  admit  the  extent  of  disparity 
in  population,  between  the  two  cities,  which  the 
Census  of  1850  exhibits.  That  Census  gives  to  New 
York  515,394  inhabitants,  and  to  Philadelphia  409,- 
045,  but  it  assigns  to  the  latter  61,202  houses,  and 
to  New  York  the  inferior  number  of  37,730.  Now 
these  returns  give  to  New  York  the  enormous  and 
unexampled  average  of  thirteen  and  five-eighths 
persons  to  a house,  and  to  Philadelphia  the  more 
usual  ratio  of  six  and  two-thirds  residents  to  a dwel- 
ling. No  city  in  continental  Europe  filled  with  the 
victims  of  penuary  and  squalor,  has  ever  presented 
in  the  proportion  of  its  dwellings  to  its  population, 
so  sickening  and  repulsive  a picture.  The  fact  is 
over-charged,  to  the  disparagement  of  our  fair  and 
stately  neighbor.  The  Census  finds  in  Philadelphia 
nearly  twice  as  many  houses  as  in  New  York  for 
the  accommodation  of  a population  only  four- 
fifths  in  number.  In  this  respect  the  Census  is 
as  inconsistent  with  itself  as  it  is  absurd  in  the  sta- 
tistics of  New  York  manufactures,  to  which  I shall 
presently  advert.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  area  of 
Philadelphia  is  greater  than  New  York,  but  this  is 
attributed  to  its  wider  streets  and  larger  yards,  as 
well  as  to  the  greater  number  of  its  building  accom- 
modations.— But  New  York,  by  a commendable 
practice,  worthy  of  imitation  here,  is  careful  to 
mark  her  intermediate  progress,  every  five  years, 
by  a local  enumeration.  In  her  Census  of  1845,  the 
number  of  inhabitants  returned  was  371,223,  being 
only  58,513  above  that  of  the  preceeding  national 
1 Census.  If,  then,  we  adopt  the  Census  of  1850  as 
true,  we  make  the  increase  of  New  York,  during 
the  succeeding  five  years,  treble  the  number  of 
the  antecedent  lustre.  Is  there  an  adequate 
cause  for  this  inequality,  between  the  two  pe- 
riods? Does  not  such  an  incongruity  prove,  in 
combination  with  the  unnatural  disproportion  of 
inhabitents  to  dwellings,  the  existence  of  some  great 
error  in  the  number  assigned  to  her? — In  the  year 
1847,  a carefully  prepared  estimate  of  the  popula- 
tion of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  was  made, 
by  division  into  wards,  at  the  instance  of  its  munici- 
pal authorities,  under  the  apportionment  law  of  the 
jState.  This  estimate  assigned  her  but  297,362  in- 


habitants, an  inferior  number  to  that  returned  by 
the  decennial  enumeration  of  1840.  The  dispropor- 
tion between  297,362  and  the  number  officially  re- 1 
turned  about  two  years  after,  is  too  striking  to  i 
consist  with  the  accuracy  of  both  enumerations.: 
Add,  if  you  please,  any  reasonable  estimate  for 
error  in  computation,  and  for  the  two  years  interval  ■' , 
— say  100,000 — a number  sufficiently  large, — and 
New  York  would  not  reach  the  population  of  Phi-i 
ladelphia. — But  what  say  the  Returns  of  election  I 
themselves  ? It  cannot  be  doubted  that  in  the  can- 
vass of  1848  for  President  of  the  United  States,  the 
population  of  New  York  flocked  to  the  polls  with 
an  ardor  and  eagerness  unknown  in  this  city.  The 
aggregate  vote  cast  in  New  York,  was  1000  less! 
than  in  Philadelphia,  or  about  one-fiftieth  more  in 
the  latter,  than  in  the  former  community.  If  then,  >; 
in  obedience  to  these  Returns,  we  concede  that  in, 
New  York  an  unusual  number  of  persons  are  hud-:  , 
died  together, — the  miserable  and  depraved  occu- 
pants of  one  receptacle, — still  her  own  Census  in. 
1845,  the  statement  of  the  municipal  authorities  in, 
1847,  and  her  vote  in  the  autumn  of  1S48,  alike 
forbid  the  correctness  of  the  late  official  enumera-r 
tion.  The  truth  seems  to  be,  that  the  two  cities  are 
nearly  equal  in  number,  the  population  ofNewYork 
being  less,  and  Philadelphia  more  numerous,  than 
what  is  respectively  assigned  to  each  by  the  nation- 
al Census  of  1S50. 

Whether  it  arise  from  the  less  crowded  condition 
of  Philadelphia  than  her  neighbor,  or  the  pre- 
sence  of  better  physicians,  or  the  greater  effi- 
ciency of  her  sanitary  regulations,  certain  it  is  the 
mortality  of  the  two  cities  is  out  of  all  proportion, — 
more  than  100  per  cent. — in  favor  of  Philadelphia- 
All  that  is  wanted  by  our  beautiful  town  for  com- 
fort if  not  for  salubrity,  is  that  some  Boyle  or  Davy, 
or  perhaps  such  a discoverer  as  our  own  Morse, 
should,  by  a direct  line,  conduct  a stream  off 
air  from  the  salted  waves  of  the  Atlantic  to  this  plen- 
tifully, but  fresh  watered  metropolis.  If  Philadel- 
phia had  such  an  electric  machine  for  two  months  in 
the  year,  she  could  part  with  it  to  her  neighbor  for 
the  other  ten;  where,  if  inverted  in  its  use, and  made 
to  convey  the  air  of  her  confined  alleys,  and  the  , 
stench  of  her  polluted  hovels,  into  the  ocean,  it 
would  confer  a benefit,  amounting  to  a blessing  ! 

But  Philadelphia,  as  if  for  the  double  purpose  of, 
keeping  ahead  of  New  York  in  buildings,  and  to 
preserve  her  augmenting  numbers  from  those  dis- 
eases incident  to  close  companionship  in  cities,  is 
stretching  out  her  long  arms  in  every  direction. 
Without  an  island  to  limit  her  magnitude,  she  is 
nearly  five  miles  in  extent  along  the  Delaware 
shore,  and  presents,  on  the  Schuylkill  river,  a 
remarkable  scene  of  thrift,  activity  and  business. 

In  the  year  1850,  the  number  of  buildings  erected 
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;ivas  3,815,  and  in  the  present  year,  it  is  computed 
jto  reach  from  4000  to  5000.  But  it  is  worthy  of 

'mote  that  the  structures  now  in  the  course  of  erec- 

r1 

1 tion  are  unequalled,  for  amplitude  and  expense,  by 
j-those  of  any  previous  period. 

Having  thus  settled  the  size,  the  health,  and 
.jmedical  prospects  of  Philadelphia  as  a community, 
r let  us  turn  to  the  subject  of  her  business.  This  is 
^comprised  in  manufactures,  and  in  commerce. 
,The  manufacturing  interests  of  Philadelphia  are  so 
^large,  as  alone  to  give  some  energy  to  her  foreign 
j.and  domestic  trade.  In  1810,  those  within  the  cor- 
porate jurisdiction  of  the  city,  then  containing  53- 
,122  inhabitants,  were  valued,  in  an  official  Pteport 
'^jaade  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  Uni- 
jted  States,  at  the  sum  of  $9,341,168.  I find  the 
^following  statement  in  Mr.  Hazard's  valuable 
.Register  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  year  1831,  as  to 
!,the  extent  of  this  business,  within  the  same  muni- 
cipal limits.  The  account  is  accurate  as  far  as  it 
^goes,  but  it  omits  nearly  half  as  much  as  it  includes. 

( Among  other  articles,  it  should  have  noticed  the 
.^manufacture  of  porcelain,  then  pursued  with  a 
.^success,  which  shows  the  existence  of  a material 
here,  susceptible  of  being  made  quite  equal  in 
■.beauty  to  the  finest  fabrics  of  that  description  in 
France. 

j “There  are  in  Philadelphia  and  its  vicinity  104 
warping  mills  at  work,  sufficient  to  employ  about 
,4500  weavers,  dyers  over  200,  spoolers  3000,  bobbin 
winders  2000:  whose  wages  would  amount  to 
$1,410,040;  consume  114,400  lbs.  of  Indigo  per 
annum,  and  1820  barrels  of  flour  for  sizing;  make 
81,000  yards  per  day,  or  24,300,000  per  annum;  at 
16  cents,  $3,888,000.” 

Since  the  preparation  of  this  statement,  ma- 
chinery has  been  so  variously  applied  as,  by  the 
magic  of  steam,  to  produce  wonders  in  the  way  of 
manufacture.  We  are  informed  by  a tabular  sum- 
mary, which  is  founded  upon  the  Census  returns  of 
June  30,  1850,  and  printed  in  the  Commercial  List 
of  February  21,  1851,  that  the  capital  invested  in 
the  manufacturing  business  in  the  city  and  county 
of  Philadelphia,  is  nearly  $34,000,000,  yielding  an 
annual  aggregate  product  of  more  than  64,000,000, 
'or  nearly  twice  the  former  amount!  Fine  as  these 
returns  are,  let  us  turn  to  the  Census  for  the  state- 
ment of  New  York  productions,  in  comparison  with 
those  of  Philadelphia,  and  it  will  be  seen  with  what 
Midas-like  magnificence  the  materials  are  trans- 
’ muted,  or  how  the  figures  are  enlarged: 

New  York.  Philadelphia. 
Capital  invested  in  manu- 

' factures,  $34,232,822  $33,737,911 

' Number  of  hands  em- 
ployed, 83,620  59,106 

Valueof  annual  products,  105,218,380  64,114,112 


Now  when  it  is  considered  that  the  Philadelphia 
manufacturer  has  nearly  all  the  raw  materials  at 
his  elbow,  and  that  the  manufacturer  of  New  York 
has  the  expense  of  transporting  from  a distance 
most  if  not  all  of  what  he  requires,  the  high  profits 
of  the  latter  in  comparison  of  the  former,  is  a sub- 
ject of  unqualified  surprise.  But  these  products,  if 
not  indeed  the  amount  of  capital  invested,  are  as 
easily  reconciled  with  probability  as  the  Census  in 
regard  to  population. 

The  means  of  manufacture  in  Pennsylvania 
being  so  cheap  and  abundant,  activity  has  been 
proportionally  stimulated.  Articles  are  produced 
of  great  variety,  and  of  surpassing  excellence.  In 
all  her  fabrics,  Philadelphia  aims  at  superiority.  In 
chemicals,  machinery,  railway  and  pleasure  car- 
riages, paper-hangings,  carpets,  and  an  almost  end- 
less diversity  of  manufactured  stuffs,  her  pre-emi- 
nence is  unquestioned  by  the  pretensions  of  rivalry. 
So  much  are  manufactories  the  order  of  the  day, 
that  it  is  said  in  no  community  of  the  same  size  on 
the  globe,  are  there  so  many  steam  engines  at  work, 
nor  any  in  which  they  are  applied  to  so  great  a varie- 
ty of  purposes  as  in  Philadelphia.  Unhappilly,  a 
Statistical  Society,  whose  promises  delighted  us 
with  the  prospect  of  many  blessings,  having  ascer- 
tained the  number  of  these  engines,  suddenly 
evaporated  like  theirsteam,  or  disappeared  in  their 
smoke.  The  tables  which  were  made  are  extinct 
or  lost,  and  the  valuable  society  itself,  resting  from 
its  labors,  is  no  more! 

From  figures  of  such  magnitude,  I know  not 
how  to  descend  to  the  small  fry  of  publishing  es- 
tablishments and  medical  Colleges.  But  among  the 
permanent  elements  of  prosperity,  if  not  fairly  to 
he  included  in  the  category  of  manufactured  ar- 
ticles, are  the  book  publishing  business,  the  largest 
by  far  in  this  country;  and  the  annual  supply  to  the 
world  of  the  United  States,  of  about  a thousand 
well-made  physicians.  The  pecuniary  results  of 
the  book  trade  may  perhaps  be  less  than  the  litera- 
ry influence  it  secures;  but  from  our  unrivalled 
medical  Schools,  of  which  there  are  not  less  than 
six,  Philadelphia  derives  a great  part  of  her  litera- 
ry and  scientific  eminence,  and  the  more  substantial 
return  of  nearly  a million  a year. 

But  the  vital  principle  of  Philadelphia  wealth, is 
to  be  derived  from  commerce;  for  this  at  last  crowns 
the  prosperity  of  all  the  rest.  Half  the  benefits  of 
her  internal  trade  will  not  be  realized,  half  the 
fair  results  of  her  domestic  industry  and  products, 
will  not  he  secured,  without  that  reciprocity  of 
exchanges  which  a foreign  commerce  supplies. 
These  productions  must  be  shipped  and  sold  to 
foreign  regions,  and  their  fabrics  returned  and 
consumed,  or  sent  to  the  domestic  markets  of  our 
own  country.  Let  us  see  whether  the  marine  of 
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Philadelphia  is  adequate  to  that  immense  trade, 
which  will  be  concentrated  within  our  borders. 

We  have  seen  that  by  the  Census  of  1830,  New 
York  then  first  took  the  lead  as  the  largest  city  in 
the  United  States.  It  was  at  this  time,  from  the 
causes  already  adverted  to,  that  the  foreign  com- 
merce of  our  city  began  more  sensibly  to  decline. 
From  ’30  to  ’40  there  was  no  advance,  though  an 
appearance  of  flickering  prosperity,  resulting  from 
accidental  events,  gave  it  temporary  life  between 
’35  and  ’40.  From  ’40  to  ’45  it  was  stationary,  nor 
was  there  much  variation  till  after  the  year  1S45. 
Since  ’46  commerce  has  received  an  impulse,  the 
extent  of  which  may  be  seen  by  the  following  sum- 
mary of  the  number  of  arrivals  at  this  port: 


Years. 

Foreign. 

Coastwise. 

Total. 

1845 

387 

8,029 

8,416 

1846 

459 

6,018 

6,477 

1847 

657 

18,069 

18,726 

1848 

542 

23,921 

24,463 

1849 

585 

24,594 

25,169 

1850 

518 

27,035 

27,553 

But  the  augmentation  is  more  distinctly  shown 
by  the  value  of  the  exports  and  imports,  within  the 
last  three  years  of  the  same  period.  The  imports, 
which  had  dwindled  in  1845  to  seven  millions  and  a 
half,  have  gradually  risen,  and  for  the  last  three 


years  have  annually  exceeded  twelve  millions.  Ib 
the  year  1848,  the  value  of  the  exports  from  Phila: 
delphia  was  more  than  Jive  mVlions,  and  in  tht 
year  ending  July  1,  1850,  it  amounted  to  four  mil 
lions  and  a half,  making  for  imports  and  export: 
about  seventeen  millions  of  dollars.  But  th  e state  , 
ment  of  Philadelphia  commerce  is  incomplete; 
without  the  arrivals  and  tonnage  of  vessels  en 
gaged  in  the  coal  trade,  at  the  suburb  of  Richmond 
on  the  Delaware,  a community  already  so  near  tl 
Kensington  that  the  waves  of  population  from  th 
two  places  approach  so  nearly  together,  as  almost  t 
meet.  For  1848  we  have  the  following  summary:  ; 
Barks.  Brigs.  Schrs.  Sloops.  Boats.  Tota' 

51  532  4191  448  4750  9993 

In  these  9,993  vessels  were  carried  one  and 
half  millions  of  tons.  The  returns  are  incomplete 
for  1849  and  ’50,  but  I have  no  doubt  from  the  an 
nual  augmentation  of  the  coal  trade,  that  the  vessel; 
and  freights  would  shew  an  enhancement  in  num. 
berand  magnitude.  The  value  to  Pennsylvania  o 
the  coal  trade  at  Richmond  and  elsewhere,  addin/ 1 
the  produce  which  is  carried  besides  coal,  and  th 
return  cargoes,  may  be  safely  estimated  at  front 
twenty  to  thirty  millions  of  dollars  per  annum.  Bu 
I shall  return  to  the  subject  in  a few  days. 

lTours,  very  truly, 

■i 
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LETTER  IV. 
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m Philadelphia,  Aug.  25,  1851. 

|g(My  Dear  Sir : — Permit  me,  for  an  instant,  to  go 
eoiek  to  the  manufactures  of  Philadelphia  before 
jjisuming  the  subject  of  its  commerce.  The  amount 
[al'  capital  employed  in  these  factories,  their  mag- 
nificent annual  results,  the  superiority  of  the  fa- 
p0-ics,  and  the  unexampled  number  and  variety  of 
jrj16  steam  engines  in  operation,  do  not  comprise 
m,l  that  may  fairly  be  said  of  the  prospects  of  these 
j^jtablishments,  nor  of  the  degree  of  excellence 
p0]hich  they  are  destined  to  attain.  The  manufac- 
turing spirit  so  observable  at  the  earliest  period  of 
j-jj ‘lonial  times,  was  fostered  by  the  utilitarian  prin- 
^ples  of  our  forefathers.  They  taught,  as  a part 
g0  their  religious  system,  the  duty  of  useful  employ- 
^ jnt.  They  enforced  this  precept  with  the  em- 
miiatic  authority  of  law,  and  confirmed  it  by  adding 
gu  e sanction  of  their  own  example.  The  English 
jjgid  G-erman  Friends  inculcated  the  importance  of 
j^ades.  Penn  recommended  them  to  his  children, 
jyd  many  respectable  persons  of  his  own  sect, 
peeially  in  Pennsylvania,  carried  the  sentiment 
W£to  practice.  The  manufacture  of  articles  of  do- 
mestic necessity  became  a favorite  occupation 
wjith  our  people.  To  the  diffusion  of  this  practical 
cj.ste  may  be  ascribed  the  happy  idea  of  those 
n„ientific  associations  which  united  to  form  the 

ail 

g^merican  Philosophical  Society  in  1743,  and  the 
Lg  ore  recent  establishment  of  the  Franklin  Insti- 
ite.  In  the  latter,  the  scientific  principles  of  the 
jjj.echanic  arts  are  taught  to  multitudes  of  young 
[jjjien  by  the  ablest  teachers. 

m.  American  skill  will  moreover  be  largely  aided  and 
[jj.nproved  by  the  Philadelphia  Female  School  of  De- 
Jifn,  lately  begun  under  the  auspices  of  the  Insti- 
jfite,  and  now  connected  with  it,  in  the  full  tide  of 
^recess.  It  would  be  unjust,  in  referring  to  this 
jfeautiful  appendage  and  valuable  auxiliary  of  the 
iniie  as  well  as  the  usef  ul  arts,  to  omit  a passing  tri- 
bute of  gratitude  to  the  gifted  and  accomplished 
■eienefaetress  of  her  sex  and  country,  to  whom  we 
are  wholly  indebted  for  its  introduction.  But  I will 
,kot  do  farther  violence  to  her  feelings  or  your  own, 
^ ian  to  observe,  that  by  the  aid  of  this  school,  the 
nenius  of  the  nation  will  have  a new  and  rich  field 
pened  for  its  exercise.  By  means  of  the  drawings 
^fUd  patterns,  so  felicitously  executed,  by  its  pupils, 
ur  ountry  will  be  enabled  to  impress  upon  the  pro- 
ducts of  her  industry,  a character  as  national,  as 
istinct,  as  original,  and  I have  no  doubt,  as  taste- 
rf 1,  elegant  and  varied,  as  the  most  celebrated  spe- 
mens  of  France  and  England. 


But  considerable  effect  must  be  produced  upon 
the  personal  characters  of  mechanics  and  manufac- 
turers by  the  influence  of  the  Girard  College  for 
Orphans;  perhaps  the  wisest  and  most  beneficent 
institution  of  the  nineteenth  century.  After  ade- 
quate mental  training  within  its  walls,  the  pupils 
are  to  be  taught  manufactures,  navigation,  or  some 
other  practical  or  useful  employment.  From  the 
three  hundred  inmates  now  receiving  its  bounty, 
there  will,  in  a few  years,  be  a thousand,  who, 
snatched  by  its  protection,  in  early  childhood,  from 
the  evils  attendant  on  orphanage  and  penury,  and 
instructed  by  its  paternal  discipline  in  youth  and 
nonage,  will  form  a class  of  candidates  for  the 
manual  occupations  of  life,  more  numerous  and 
better  educated  than  any  age  or  country  has  ever 
incorporated  with  its  society.  These  exposed  class- 
es from  which  the  almshouses  and  prisons  are  sup- 
plied with  victims,  are  made  by  the  sagacity  of  the 
Founder  to  give  rank  andelevation  to  the  mechanic 
and  artisan,  and  add  new  dignity  and  value  to  their 
social  claims. — Such  are  the  elements  at  work  in 
our  midst,  to  push  to  their  acme  the  highest  efforts 
of  American  mind,  in  the  useful  departments  of  art 
and  skill.  Who  can  say,  with  such  aids,  what 
Philadelphia  may  not  achieve  as  an  industrial  lo- 
cality? In  the  possession  of  the  materials  of  cheap 
manufacture,  and  cherishing  a high  standard  of 
workmanship,  what  may  she  not  accomplish  with 
the  proclivities  of  her  people,  assisted  by  training 
and  enlightened  by  science? 

But  to  proceed  with  the  subject  of  foreign  com- 
merce. The  mercantile  marine  of  the  port  cannot 
be  large  to  sustain  an  importation  of  only  twelve 
millions,  and  an  exportation  of  less  than  five  mil- 
lions a year.  Since  the  year  1846,  the  cash  duties 
received  at  the  Custom  House  of  Philadelphia, 
have  stood  as  follow: — 

For  1841,  $2,904,748  97|For  1849,  $2,714,965  24 
“ 1848,  2,762,093  111  “ 1850,  3,361,112  18 

There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that,  for  the 
present  year,  the  duties  received  at  our  Custom 
House  will  exceed  four  millions  of  dollars.  For  a 
long  period  anterior  to  the  epoch  of  1846,  one  soli- 
tary line  of  sailing  packets  to  Liverpool,  graced  the 
port  of  Philadelphia.  These  vessels  sailed,  at 
stated  periods,  once  a month,  and  though  built  in 
the  most  substantial,  and  equipped  and  furnished 
in  the  best  manner,  yet,  without  voluntary  ship- 
ments of  merchandise  by  their  owners,  they  would 
have  frequently  departed  and  returned  without  a 
cargo.  But  our  venerable  townsman,  Mr.  Thomas 


P.  Cope,  being  identified  with  the  port  as  an  im- 
porter of  foreign  merchandise  before  the  year  1790, 
as  a ship  owner  since  1807,  and  having  established, 
in  conjunction  with  his  sons,  his  unsurpassed  line 
of  packets  in  the  year  1822,  perhaps  other  feelings 
than  those  of  mere  pecuniary  profit  have  influenced 
their  continuance,  through  all  vicissitudes.  It  has 
survived  the  period  when  freights  were  in  demand, 
and  now  finds  itself  in  the  society  of  four  other 
packet  lines  to  Liverpool,  with  business  enough  for 
all.  These  several  lines  of  packets  are  composed 
of  capacious  and  excellent  ships,  not  only  well 
filled  with  cargoes  of  merchandise,  but,  if  I am  cor- 
rectly informed,  vessels  are  in  requisition,  rather 
than  freights. 

Within  the  period  of  five  years,  many  noble 
merchantmen  have  been  built  at  this  port,  and 
among  them  two  for  the  old  line  of  H.  & A.  Cope 
& Co.,  carrying  each  1700  tons  burthen.  Sailing 
vessels  of  the  best  description,  and  of  a high  ton- 
nage, have  been  constructed  and  placed  among  the 
other  lines,  within  the  same  period.  Less  than  a 
year  ago  was  commenced  a line  of  steam  propellers 
from  Philadelphia  to  Liverpool,  and  as  the  vessels 
cemposing  it,  have  proved  themselves  unequalled 
for  strength  and  speed,  they  have  imparted  increased 
activity  to  commerce,  and  diffused  the  most  cheer- 
ful anticipations.  Freights  and  passengers  accu- 
mulate to  the  utmost  capacity  of  these  steamers. 
The  packet  ships  to  Bremen  and  New  Orleans,  and 
the  steamers  to  Charleston,  Richmond  and  N.  York, 
with  various  transient  vessels,  make  up  the  resi- 
due of  that  commercial  marine,  which  is  represented 
in  the  tabular  statement,  which  I have  quoted,  of 
the  foreign  and  coastwise  arrivals.  In  addition  to 
these,  a line  of  steam  vessels  for  the  Boston  trade, 
is  in  preparation,  and  nearly  ready  to  sail,  and  an 
active  movement  is  on  foot,  with  encouraging  pros- 
pects of  success,  to  communicate  more  speedily  and 
regularly  with  New  Orleans,  by  means  of  the  same 
great  staff  of  commercial  intercourse. 

In  this  enumeration  of  vessels  constituting  the 
mercantile  navy  of  Philadelphia,  we  look  in  vain 
for  voyagers  to  London,  to  France,  or  to  China. 
The  mercantile  marine  has  certainly  improved,  as 
well  as  the  exports  and  imports.  But  the  time  is 
not  remote  when  from  four  to  six  East  Indiamen 
were  seen  lying  at  our  docks  together.  At  that 
time  a cargo  from  China  could  not  find  purchasers 
in  New  York.  Now,  no  China  ships  here  are  to  be 
seen,  and  their  cargoes  are  not  offered  for  sale  in 
Philadelphia.  Nay,  several  tea  houses  exist  among 
us,  whose  importations  are  made  exclusively 
through  the  more  favoured  port  of  our  neighbour. 
But,  in  continuation  of  this  humiliating  contrast, 

1 compare  tho  exports  from  Philadelphia  of  1796 
with  those  of  1850.  In  the  former  year  the  value 


of  goods  exported  from  Philadelphia,  was  more  tha1^ 
seventeen  millions  and  a half  of  dollars,  and  in  tl 
bitter  was  only  four  and  a half  millions!  In  179i 
our  population  was  about  seventy  thousand  person/ ,, 
in  1850,  it  approached  half  a million  of  inhab  ^ 
tants!!  j 

In  order  to  heighten  this  contrast,  thoug^ 
it  cannot  give  pleasure  to  a Philadelphia^ 
it  may  be  well  to  see  how  this  pyramid,  tei 
minating  at  a point  with  us,  has  been  invert 
ed  by  our  more  fortunate  rival.  In  1796  th , 
exports  of  New  York,  when  she  contained  abor 
fifty-five  thousand  inhabitants,  amounted  to  aboy 
twelve  millions  of  dollars,  and  in  1850,  when  he1; 
population  bordered  on  half  a million,  her  export 
amounted  to  $52,712,789.  ; 

While  thus  far  these  figures  are  reliable  and  pr(f 
sent  an  inequality  sufficiently  remarkable,  it  ma 
be  proper  to  add  that  the  statistics  of  the  two  citiei , 
as  presented  by  the  writers  of  New  York,  are  gen , 
erally  wide  of  the  mark,  and  transcend  the  bound 
of  truth  and  fairness.  For  example,  a statistics! 
table,  prepared  in  New  York,  professing  to  giv, 
the  comparative  population  of  the  principal  citiei; 
of  the  commercial  world,  assigns  to  Philadelphia  i 
1840  a population  of  only  222,493.  This  woul 
depress  her  in  population  below  the  cities  of  Lis , 
bon  and  Dublin.  The  census  of  that  year  exhibite  , 
the  number  of  258,037  inhabitants,  and  entitle! 
her  to  rank  beside  Liverpool,  whose  population  sh 
now  exceeds.  Another  recent  table  of  New  Yor. 
statistics  in  regard  to  trade  and  tonnage,  shows  ./ 
series  of  blunders,  and  the  figures  as  arrayed,  ar! 
made  to  express  a language  approaching  to  men 
dacity  itself.  The  same  spirit  of  hyperbole  on  th; 
one  hand,  and  of  depreciation,  descending  almost  t' 
disparagement  on  the  other,  appears  in  most  of  th 
general  and  particular  delineations  of  Pennsylva', 
nia  which  emanate  from  that  quarter.  If,  as  tho  ' 
English  writers  assert,  the  disposition  to  magnify 
is  an  American  trait,  that  tendency  of  the  Ameri, 
can  character  is  as  discernible  among  our  brethrei 
of  New  York,  as  any  where  upon  this  continent 
They  have  certainly  much  to  be  proud  of  in  th; 
luxurious  splendour  of  their  crowded  and  opulen « 
city.  Nevertheless,  a fair  examination  would  show— 
not  merely  a spirit  of  imitation  on  the  part  of  Nev 
York,  in  adopting  the  conveniences  and  elegancie. 
of  Philadelphia,  but — that  her  commercial  pros 
perity  has  been  mainly  owing  to  a temporary  over-, 
sight,  a voluntary  dereliction  of  natural  duty  on  tht 
part  of  Philadelphia.  Is  not  all  this  apparent  front 
the  history  of  Pennsylvania,  in  comparison  with 
New  York,  from  the  earliest  period,  showing  hen 
capacity  for  larger  shipments,  and  the  susceptibill 
ties  of  the  port  under  a proper  guardianship,  witl 
adequate  cultivation  ? In  1697,  Pennsylvania  hac 


een  settled  only  fifteen  years,  and  New  York  about 
alf  a century,  and  yet  the  value  of  the  foreign  trade 
f the  latter  was  only  £8000  above  the  former.  Take 
subsequent  period,  say  1760,  when  Pennsylvania 
ad  let  in  the  sun  to  her  smiling  fields,  and  you 
nd  that  her  exports  and  imports  amount  to  £720,- 
MOO,  and  New  York  to  only  half  a million  ! This 
icUperiority  in  her  commerce  was,  with  some  varia- 
srons,  generally  maintained  during  the  colonial 
Government.  In  1774,  it  exceeded  that  of  New 
ficork  by  about  £150,000,  but  the  dangers  of  the  re- 
solution disturbed  its  current,  and  gave  to  New 
e ork  a temporary  advantage.  In  1790,  the  com- 
[ terce  of  Philadelphia  amounted  to  $7,953,418,  and 
tai  1796  to  $17,523,866,  being  more  than  six  mil- 
lions in  advance  of  New  York! 
rii  It  is  thus  manifest  that  the  foreign  commerce  of 
lohiladelphia  bears  no  just  proportion  to  her  ability 
olt  sustain  it,  nor  to  the  requisitions  of  the  internal 
thade.  Such,  on  the  contrary,  is  its  capacity  of 
:>!hlargement,  that  it  is  augmented  in  magnitude 
ahd  profit  by  the  increase  of  the  marine,  or  the 
e mltiplication  of  the  means  provided  for  convey- 
d ice.  It  results  then  that  some  defect  must  pre- 
idiil  in  our  policy,  the  removal  of  which  is  indis- 
d snsable  to  the  restoration  of  the  proper  measure 
pe’  Philadelphia  commerce.  Let  us  see  what  this 
■o , and  whether  the  evil  is  adscititious  and  reme- 
diable, or  intrinsic  and  unalterable, 
th  In  surveying  the  cause  of  a weakness  in  any  par- 
>t(cular  part  of  the  system,  the  cause  of  any  partial 
end  anomalous  decay,  where  the  organic  functions 
nee  sound,  and  all  the  other  members  are  vigorous 
>rid  healthy,  it  is  plain  that  the  complaint  must 
te.-ise  from  some  temporary  or  casual  agency, 
ic.ther  than  from  constitutional  defect  or  the  exist- 
mice  of  vital  disease.  lYe  shall  find,  in  the  case 
A:fore  us,  that  what  looks  like  a general  distem- 
ipjrature,  which  stagnates  the  juices  and  disturbs 
pne  processes  of  nature,  is  nothing  more  than  the 
teant  of  local  exercise  of  the  part,  the  product  of 
cecident  or  mistake,  the  result  of  unnatural  and 
aoluntary  inaction. 

e We  have  seen  that  the  annual  imports  of  Phila- 
telphia  do  not  much  exceed  twelve  millions  of  dol- 
nirs.  Does  this  amount  of  foreign  merchandise 
e ipply  the  consumption  of  Philadelphia — as  well 
t le  quantity  required  for  her  own  population,  as 
ane  large  demands  of  her  numerous  customers  in 
nie  South  and  West?  If  twelve  millions  he  wholly 
ensufficient,  whence  is  the  immense  residue  derived, 
d it  through  another  port  and  in  other  bottoms  than 
r i those  of  Philadelphia — that  is,  through  the  port 
ehd  in  the  bottoms  of  New  York?  That  this  de- 
itirtion  of  Philadelphia  is  the  true  cause  of  the  de- 
, -ine  of  her  commerce  is  evident;  and  a little  reflec- 
leon  will  convince  us  of  the  truth  of  another  pro- 


position equally  self  evident.  These  large  impor- 
tations through  the  port  and  in  the  vessels  of  New 
York,  constitute  the  real  source  of  the  unparalleled 
prosperity  of  that  city. 

In  the  year  ending  July  1,  1850,  the  value  of 
foreign  importations  into  the  United  States  was 
one  hundred  and  seventy-eight  millions  of  dollars. 
When  we  consider  the  populousness  and  wealth  of 
Pennsylvania,  containing  nearly  two  and  a half  mil- 
lions of  inhabitants,  and  the  immense,  wealthy  and 
populous  regions  beyond,  which  are  either  chiefly 
or  wholly  dependant  upon  her  metropolis  for  their 
foreign  supplies,  is  the  estimate  of  fifty  millions  of 
dollars  as  the  aggregate  value  of  merchandise  here 
used  and  distributed,  more  than  her  fair  contin- 
gent? As  Philadelphia  is  admitted  to  he  the  great 
distributor  and  seller  of  merchandise  to  the  W estern 
and  Southern  country,  no  one  acquainted  with  the 
magnitude  of  the  business,  will  deem  the  valuation 
of  fifty  millions  other  than  inadequate.  Of 
the  one  hundred  and  seventy-eight  millions  of 
our  foreign  imports,  one  hundred  and  eleven 
millions  are  introduced  into  the  country  through 
the  port  of  New  York,  and  twelve  millions  through 
that  of  Philadelphia.  It  follows  that  less  than  ont- 
fou  th  only  of  the  commerce  which  belongs  to  this 
port  is  done  by  ourselves,  and  more  than  three-fourths 
are  permttted  to  be  done  for  us  by  strangers.  In 
other  words,  the  one-third  of  the  entire  commerce  of 
New  York,  so  justly  her  pride  and  boast,  is  drawn 
from  the  custom,  of  Philadelphia!  Take  this  one- 
third  from  New  York  and  give  it  to  Philadelphia, 
together  with  its  accompaniments  and  profits,  and 
the  two  cities  would  relatively  stand  in  the  posi- 
tions which  they  should  respectively  occupy  with 
each  other. 

But  we  not  only  permit  New  York  to  be  the  im- 
porter for  Philadelphia,  and  thus  enable  her  to 
construct  and  sustain  her  noble  and  numerous 
ships,  but  we  aid  her  by  making  direct  contribu- 
tions to  her  marine.  Of  the  34  vessels  sailing 
between  New  York  and  Canton,  the  interest  of  more 
than  one-sixth  of  the  whole,  is  owned  by  citizens  of 
Philadelphia.  Thus  Philadelphia  supplies  one-sixth 
of  all  the  imports  into  New  York  from  China,  with- 
out reaping  a tittle  of  its  benefits;  and  our  merchants 
voluntarily  import  in  her  vessels,  and  through  her 
port,  the  sum  of  thirty-eight  millions  annually. 

Now  this  state  of  things  is  not  more  humiliating 
than  its  mischiefs  are  extensive  and  deplorable. — 
The  expenses  of  breaking  bulk,  and  shipping  the 
goods  to  Philadelphia,  the  profits  on  the  cargoes, 
the  commissions  on  the  sales,  the  duties  paid  at  the 
Custom  House,  are  all  so  much  grist  to  the  mill,  so 
much  tribute  paid  into  the  cofters  of  New  York.  But 
these  vessels  thus  laden  with  imports  for  the  Phi- 
ladelphia market,  not  only  arrive  at  New  York,  but 
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they  carry  away  from  New  York  rich  cargoes  in  re-  j 
turn.  These  exports  it  is  which  fill  her  rivers  with 
craft  burdened  with  the  fruits  of  the  field  and  the 
products  of  the  factory,  and  which  tax  to  their  ut- 
most capacity  every  avenue  by  canal  and  railway 
leading  to  New  York.  Does  not  this  subjection  of 
our  foreign  commerce  to  the  shipping  of  New  York, 
abundantly  explain  the  reason  why  so  small  a por- 
tion of  the  western  produce  which  finds  its  way 
to  the  Atlantic,  is  transmitted  through  our  pub- 
lic works  to  Philadelphia?  The  law  by  which 
trade  is  governed  is  that  which  the  market  com- 
mands. Where  the  highest  prices  are  to  be  had, 
there,  in  despite  of  distance  and  difficulty,  is 
the  supply.  In  vain  will  closeness  of  neigh- 
bourhood and  facility  of  transit  hold  out  their 
allurements,  without  that  brisk  and  superior 
market,  which  is  excited  by  a lively  and  ex- 
tensive foreign  commerce.  Philadelphia  may  build 
railways  and  excavate  canals;  she  may  open  vast 
avenues  to  the  furthest  extremity  of  the  West,  the 
North  and  the  South.  She  may  possess  all  the 
elements  of  a golden  opulence  in  her  noble  State, — 
yet,  in  the  vicinity  of  such  a rival  as  New  York, 
if  she  decline  or  be  not  sedulous  in  fostering  the 
opportunities  of  trade,  all  these  advantages  are 
valuelesss,  every  sign  of  prosperity  is  unreal,  illu- 
sive and  shadowy.  She  will  become  effeminated  by 
inactivity,  and  fall  a suburban  district, if  not  an  unre- 
sistingprey.ofNew  York.  Though  the  mostluscious 
fruit  may  hang  from  lofty  boughs,  and  their  bend- 
ing garlands  seductively  wave  in  her  view  ; 
though  her  palsied  hand  may  be  stretched  forth  to 
grasp  it;  some  fitful  breeze  will  blow  away  the 
branches  as  fast  as  she  approaches.  But  with  a 
foreign  commerce  commensurate  in  magnitude  to 
the  immensity  of  her  resources,  her  natural  and 
artificial  highways  will  groan  under  the  burdens  of 
a trade  hastening  from  the  vast  interior,  and  aug- 
mented from  her  own  magnificent  domains.  “It 
will,”  to  use  the  language  of  one  of  her  most  saga- 
cious men,  “ raise  her  as  a city  to  the  very  pinna- 
cle of  commercial  grandeur;  to  the  very  first 
rank  among  those  which  have  distinguished  them- 
selves as  conspicuous  marts;  to  the  size  of  London, 
Canton,  Calcutta — nay,  beyond,  that  of  any  em- 
porium on  the  globe.” 


Is  the  prize  worth  contending  for?  Are  ease1 
and  inactivity  so  desirable  in  themselves,  that  we 
should  relinquish  all  other  blessings  for  their  en- 
joyment? Should  the  merchant  of  Philadelphia 
hesitate  as  to  the  line  of  his  duty?  For  every 
importation  he  orders  through  another  city,  he  in- 
flicts a deep  injury  on  his  own,  and  does  a real  in- 
jury to  himself.  He  undermines  the  fortunes  of 
his  own  community,  by  giving  the  nourishment 
necessary  to  sustain  her,  to  another,  whose  absorb- 
ing  demands  are  sapping  the  foundations  of  her  , 
own  fortunes.  He  contributes  to  his  own  impov- 
erishment, in  abstracting  from  his  home  those  ele- ; 
ments  of  life  and  growth  upon  which  all  within  the' 
domestic  borders,  depends  for  vitality  and  vigor, 
j An  opposite  policy  would  be  to  all  the  interests  of.,1 
! Pennsylvania  what  the  dew  and  the  light  are  to; 
vegetation,  aiding  them  to  expand  and  flourish. — 
It  would  act  as  a vent  to  that  sluggish  internal 
I trade,  which,  by  means  of  the  Pennsylvania  Rail- 
road, and  the  other  improvements  of  the  State,, 
we  have  been  so  anxious  to  attract  to  Philadelphia,! 

In  proportion  as  the  foreign  commerce  is  neglect- 
ed  or  diminishes,  the  domestic  trade  will  disappear 
or  decline,  while  in  the  same  degree  that  the  former 
is  fostered  and  enlarged,  the  latter  is  encouraged 
and  accumulates.  Foreign  commerce  and  internal 
trade  must  go  hand  in  hand,  or  stop  in  company;; 
being  mutually  dependant,  they  must  co  exist  or1 
die  together.  All  that  is  wanted  are  the  requisite 
energy  and  will  of  our  own  people,  to  break  down 
all  opposition  to  a career,  for  Pennsylvania,  as; 
peerless  and  triumphant  as  the  unapproachable, 
superiority  of  her  natural  resources.  With  only 
reasonable  sea  room,  with  merely  a fair  chance ,, 
by  means  of  the  possession  of  her  legitimate  busi- 
ness, of  that  trade;  which  is  properly  and  intrinsi-, 
cally  her  own;  of  that  commerce  which  is  ne-, 
cessary  for  the  supply  of  her  own  wants  and  those1 
of  her  customers;  Philadelphia  would,  in  a few 
years,  be  restored  to  her  original  state,  to  her, 
former  ascendancy— THE  METROPOLITAN  EM- 
PRESS op  the  Western  World! 
j But  your  patience  and  my  limits  forbid  a longer 
t letter,  to-day. 

Always,  dear  Sir,  yours  truly,  <fce, 
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LETTER  V . 


, Philadelphia,  Sept.  2,  1851. 

My  Dear  Sir: — I profess  to  state  with  accuracy 
what  I give  you  as  facts;  and  whether  in  relation 
,to  particular  statements,  or  general  statistics,  I 
,lo  not  fear  an  authoritative  contradiction.  But  in 
•egard  to  estimates  of  numbers,  there  is  room  for 
, atitude  of  sentiment  and  diversities  of  opinion. — 
Eor  these,  I attempt  only  an  approximation,  and 
prefer  the  error  of  being  clearly  within,  than  pos- 
sibly beyond,  the  limits  of  probability. 

) I repeat,  then,  that  more  than  one-sixth  of  all 
•the  ships  which  sail  from  New  York  to  China  are 
^owned  in  Philadelphia;  and  of  the  aggregate  value 
of  the  foreign  merchandise,  used  and  sold  in  Phi- 
ladelphia, amounting,  as  I compute,  to  at  least 
fifty  millions  annually,  that  thirty-eight  millions 
^re  brought  into  the  country,  in  the  shipping,  and 
(throughthe  port  of  New  York.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered also,  as  a necessary  consequence  of  this  vo- 
luntary abandonment  of  the  port,  that  of  the  vast 
quantities  of  western  produce  which  seek  an  out- 
let to  the  Atlantic,  how  small  a proportion — about 
one-fifteenth  of  the  whole — finds  its  way  to  Phila- 
delphia through  the  public  works  of  the  State. 
It  follows  that  in  order  to  assist  the  flow  of  the 
domestic  trade  in  this  direction,  we  must  give  it 
the  inducement  of  a foreign  mart. 

It  is  nevertheless  apparent,  from  the  aid  con- 
tributed to  the  marine  of  New  York,  and  the  sum 
of  our  importations  through  that  port  and  our  own, 
that  the  foreign  business  of  Philadelphia  is  large; 
and  that  from  ihe  position  and  productive  wealth 
of  Pennsylvania,  the  capacities  of  her  metropolis, 
as  an  entrepot  of  trade,  are  greatly  beyond  those 
rof  her  sister  city.  These  facts,  and  others  which 
might  be  mentioned,  furnish  proof  that  with  all  the 
' losses  which  have  been  sustained  by  our  citizens, 
the  capital  to  build  ships  and  maintain  them,  ex- 
ists,,in  this  city,  in  all  necessary  abundance.  Why, 

' then,  should  not  an  independent  foreign  commerce 
' be  a subject  of  public  concern,  proportioned  to  its 
1 transcendant  public  importance? 

1 The  trade  of  the  west  will  soon  be  invited  to  Phi- 
ladelphia by  the  shortest  avenue  to  the  Atlantic 
which  Nature  permits;  her  mercantile  marine  has 
received  an  awakening  impulse;  and  an  outlet  con- 
fnects  her  with  the  ocean  so  broad  and  deep  as  to 
r be  capable  of  bearing  upon  its  majestic  bosom  a 
'mighty  commerce,  and  the  largest  ships  of  the 
'world.  What  remains  but  the  performance  of  a 
'positive  and  social,  I had  said,  a high  and  sa- 
'cred  duty,  on  the  part  of  those  who  are  entrusted 


with  the  guardianship  of  the  complicated,  but  deli- 
cate and  pervading  interests  of  her  commerce? 

We  have  seen  that  more  than  one-third  of  the 
entire  foreign  commerce  of  New  York  is  supported 
by  the  custom,  or  supplied  by  the  capital  of  Phila- 
delphia. New  York  is  the  importer,  and  Philadel- 
phia is  only  the  seller  or  distributor  of  her  import- 
ed commodities,  to  the  West  and  South.  What  ca- 
pacities of  achievement  and  expansion,  would  the 
aggregate  of  this  business  confer  upon  Philadel- 
phia, if  added  to  that  which  she  already  possesses! 
This  thirty-eight  millions  of  annual  importations, 
diffuses  through  the  city  of  New  York,  in  its  col- 
lateral benefits,  a floating  wealth  twice  its  equiva- 
lent in  pecuniary  value.  How  long  will  the  Phila- 
delphia merchant,  from  his  elegant,  indeed,  but 
comparatively  tame  and  quiet  home,  continue  to 
visit  New  York,  and  looking  around  him  on  the 
wilderness  of  masts  at  her  wharves,  on  the  crowd- 
ed avenues  of  her  rich  internal  commerce,  on  the 
busy  din  and  ceaseless  hum  of  activity  on  every 
side  around  him,  on  her  magnificent  thoroughfares 
glittering  with  opulence,  on  her  stately  and  gor- 
geous temples,  multiplying  as  if  by  the  hand  of 
magic — vieing  in  ornate  splendor  and  luxurious 
taste  with  the  princely  capitals  of  Europe — passively 
submit  to  what  he  could  so  readily  alter,  so  easily 
remedy?  Will  he  supinely  permit  one-third  of  all 
this  commercial  grandeur  and  overflowing  abun- 
dance, which  rightfully  belongs  to  the  fortunes  of 
his  own  fair  city,  to  be  enjoyed,  without  an  effort, 
by  her  rival?  I maybe  told  that  the  process  of  a 
great  commercial  revolution  is  difficult,  and  that  a 
Herculean  task  is  proposed.  But  it  may  be  answer- 
ed that 

The  wise  and  active  conquer  difficulties, 

By  daring  to  attempt  them — Sloth  and  folly 

Shiver  and  shrink  at  sight  of  toil  and  hazard, 

And  MAKE  the  impossibilities  they  fear. 

The  process  is  a natural  operation,  and  the  ob- 
ject of  easy  attainment.  First,  abstract  from  New 
York  what  Philadelphia  ought  herself  to  appro- 
priate, and  give  the  profits  of  this  business  to  the 
Philadelphia  Merchants.  But,  it  is  asserted  that 
the  refusal  to  import  through  New  York,  or  to  em- 
ploy the  vessels  of  that  port,  would  entafl  a tempo- 
rary inconvenience.  Suppose  the  objection  to  be 
well  founded.  Is  not  such  a sacrifice  demanded  by 
the  importance  of  the  crisis,  and  the  magnitude  of 
the  object  itself? 

When  the  non-importation  Resolutions  of  1765 


[19] 


were  proposed,  they  met  with  the  ready  signature 
of  nearly  every  Philadelphia  merchant.  The  prin- 
ciple in  both  cases  is  similar,  if  not  the  same.  The 
resolutions  did  not  so  directly  involve  that  higher 
element  of  freedom,  which  the  colonies  believed 
were  afterwards  assailed.  They  sought  only  to 
preserve  and  extricate  the  distinctive  interests  of 
the  colony,  from  the  ruinous  monopoly  of  England. 
The  personal  interests  of  individuals,  the  selfish 
idea  of  being  enriched  at  the  expense,  and  to  the 
injury  of  all  the  rest,  did  not  interpose  an  impedi- 
ment to  their  universal  acceptance.  Selfish  objec- 
tions were  relinquished  to  the  one  over-ruling 
principle  of  society;  the  one  fundamental  law  of  the 
social  State,  that  private  convenience  is  ultimately 
promoted  by  yielding  it,  for  a time,  to  the  public 
benefit. 

All  who  are  acquainted  with  the  history  of  our 
public  improvements  in  the  State,  and  in  the  city, 
know  with  what  a spirit  of  keen  and  sagacious 
energy  they  were  conceived  and  finished.  The  ar- 
tificial common  roads  of  the  State,  and  the  intro- 
duction of  pure  water  into  the  city,  two  objects,  as 
they  were,  of  the  first  necessity,  so  they  received 
the  earliest  attention — were  enterprises  at  the 
times  when  they  were  respectively  proposed,  too 
novel  in  the  other  States  and  cities  of  the  Union, 
and  too  great  and  expensive  in  themselves,  not 
to  meet  with  opposition  from  discontents  at  home. 
Their  projectors,  not  deterred  by  the  selfish  dread 
of  personal  trouble,  and  unintimidated  by  the  fear 
of  unpopularity,  steadily  pursued  their  laudable  ob- 
jects. If  pecuniary  views  or  sinister  motives  had 
predominated  in  the  private  and  public  councils, 
perhaps  several  of  those  enterprises  which  we  now 
contemplate  with  pride  and  wonder,  would  never 
have  been  attempted  or  accomplished.  Mighty 
rivers,  bays  and  lakes,  which  nature  had  separated, 
and  taught  to  flow  in  solitary  grandeur,  have  been 
made  to  communicate  by  the  daring  hand  of  art; 
the  vast  mineral  treasures  of  the  interior  have  b&en 
unburied;  and  artificial  means  have  been  provided 
for  their  conveyance  to  the  furthest  extremities  of 
this  mighty  nation.  If  the  people  of  Pennsylvania 
were  deficient  in  the  genius  of  expanded  and  pub- 
lic enterprise,  if  the  love  of  ease  had  been  indulged, 
or  the  dictates  of  engrossing  selfishness  had  been 
listened  to  or  consulted,  these  monuments  of  their 
liberality  and  spirit  would  not  exist  to  enrich  and 
illustrate  their  State;  nor  would  the  Pennsylvania 
Kailroad  and  other  meritorious  works  supply  us 
with  subjects  of  satisfaction  and  complacency. 

In  the  great  work  of  regenerating  our  commerce, 
the  importance  of  union  and  coneertshouldnotpass 
unheeded.  I have  already  noticed  the  non-importa- 
tion Resolutions  by  the  merchants  of  Philadelphia 
in  1765,  which  preceded  the  great  union  of  the 


colonies  at  the  American  revolution.  Without  , 
looking  to  remote  ages,  or  other  countries,  for  ex- 
amples, our  own  city  and  Boston  give  us  additional 
instances  of  the  value  of  concerted  action  for  pro- 
moting a common  cause. — A regular  plan  was 
adopted  by  the  merchants  of  Philadelphia  in  1822, 
to  induce  their  respected  and  now  venerable  fellow 
citizen  and  his  firm,  to  establish  a line  of  packets 
to  Liverpool.  Mr.  Cope’s  vessels  had  been  sailing 
for  fifteen  years  between  Philadelphia  and  other 
ports  of  the  world — to  China  as  well  as  to  Europe 
— but,  according  to  the  prevailing  custom  of  ship- 
owners, without  a regular  day  of  departure.  The 
idea  of  having  a line  of  ships  that  would  sail,  full 
or  not  full,  and  without  reference  to  the  weather  or 
the  tide,  at  prescribed  times — though  without  ex- 
ample in  Europe  or  even  in  maritime  England — 
had  impressed  itself  on  the  minds  of  merchants  in 
this  city  as  well  as  in  New  York.  I will  send  you 
as  a postscript  to  my  letter,  a copy  of  the  document  . 
which  was  signed  at  the  period  of  its  date,  by  the 
respectable  and  eminent  merchants  whose  names  i 
it  bears.  The  paper,  which  is  now  rather  of  his- 
torical than  practical  value,  pledges,  by  way  of  in- 
ducement to  the  establishment  of  a line  of  packets, 
the  subscribers  to  a preference  of  the  vessels  com-  - 
posing  it,  over  transient  and  irregular  ships.  The 
parties  to  this  arrangement  were  aware  of  the  possi- 
ble occurrence  of  inconveniences  and  perhaps  of 
losses,  among  its  probable  results;  but  the  perma- 
nent benefit  which  a superior  line  of  vessels,  sail- 
ing at  known  stated  periods,  would  confer  upon 
the  port,  in  giving  stability  to  its  trade,  counteract- 
ed or  neutralized,  on  the  part  of  the  owners  and 
the  shippers,  all  temporary  or  minor  objections. 

An  instance  may  be  cited  of  the  manly  public 
spirit  of  Boston,  when  one  of  the  Cunard  steamers 
was  frozen  in  her  dock,  and  the  navigation  was  ob-  . 
structed  for  miles  by  the  thickest  ice.  She  could 
be  extricated  from  her  prison,  and  enabled  to  sail 
on  her  day,  only  by  the  united  exertions  of  the  mul- 
titude. The  merchants  were  aware  of  the  effects  of 
such  an  accident  upon  the  reputation  of  their  port,  if 
the  steamer  were  prevented,  by  the  severity  of  win- 
ter, from  sailing  at  the  appointed  time.  The  pro- 
bability of  such  an  occurrence,  on  an  exposed  coast 
and  in  a northern  elimate,  had  been  foreseen  and 
predicted, before  the  selection  of  that  port  was  made, 
as  the  point  of  arrival  and  departure.  The  people 
had  experienced  the  benefits  which  the  visits  of  • 
these  noble  vessels  were  conferring  upon  their  town, 
and  they  resolved  rather  than  part  with  the  steam- 
ers, to  overcome  even  the  hostile  rigor  of  the  op-  ( 
posing  elements.  The  population,  it  is  said,  turned 
out  as  in  a common  cause,  and  those  who  were  una- 
ble or  unwilling  to  work,  gave  their  assistance  in 
money,  and  engaging  heartily  in  their  business,  cut 


i clear  passage  for  the  vessel  in  due  time,  and  freed 
her  from  the  chains  of  an  ice-hound  harbor.  No- 
ble men!  you  succeeded,  because  you  deserved  suc- 
cess. Boston  earned  by  her  energy,  all  the  advan- 
tages which  these  steamers  secure,  and  she  still 
meritoriously  retains  them  as  visiters  at  her  port, 
in  the  face  of  all  obstacles,  and  in  spite  of  some 
untoward  events. 

I It  is  not  to  call  up  the  ugly  genius  of  rivalry  that 
I cite  this  example  of  resolution  and  public  spirit. 
Our  merchants  form  a class  of  men  in  whom  a no- 
bbier principle  of  action  can  be  addressed  and  awak- 
ened, than  the  humble  one  of  emulation, — the  high 
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and  controlling  principle  of  duty.  I would  not 

arouse  them  because  their  neighbors,  on  either  side, 
^are  in  motion,  but  to  avert  the  calamity  which  their 
diligence  and  our  inattention  may  occasion.  Or, 
to  state  the  case  in  positive  and  not  in  comparative 
terms,  I would  incite  them  to  cultivate  their  foreign 
.commerce,  in  order  to  secure  the  perfect  fruition  of 
‘those  distinguished  blessings  which  nature,  with  so 
^prodigal  a hand,  has  scattered  around  us,  of  those 
elements  of  trade  and  wealth,  which  a discern- 
ing spirit  and  munificent  expenditure  have  placed 
within  our  reach,  and  now  tender  to  our  accept- 
ance. 

; Mercantile  men  are  rendered  by  traffic  exceed- 
ingly keen  in  the  discovery  of  their  interest;  and 
generally  pursue  that  line  of  policy  which  is  sup- 
posed to  promote  it.  But  they  sometimes  err,  from 
,an  excess  of  timidity,  and  neglect  or  disparage  ge- 
neral advantages,  by  too  close  an  adherence  to  what 
is  purely  or  exclusively  personal.  This  was  not  the 
principle  of  action  by  which  the  basis  of  our  city’s 
prosperity  was  laid,  nor  that  upon  which  the  old 
merchants  of  Philadelphia  proceeded.  They  con- 
sidered themselves  as  members  of  the  same  com- 
munity, and  while  each  was  intent  upon  his  sepa- 
rate pursuit,  all  were  bound  together  by  a bond  of 
common  affinities, — by  the  ties  of  a common  lot,  a 
common  danger,  a common  misfortune,  or  a com- 
mon success.  The  incentive  to  activity  may  be  a 
blind  and  narrow  principle,  or  it  may  proceed  from 
an  enlarged  and  enlightened  spirit.  In  one  case, 
self  interest  is  a degrading  and  ignoble  passion, 
the  attribute  of  native  meanness,  or  the  mark  of  a 
man  without  a soul.  In  the  other  it  becomes  a lofty 
and  benevolent  instinct,  mixed  with  sentiment  and 
ennobled  by  patriotism.  It  is  then  the  parent  and 
the  nurse  of  virtue,  the  kind  minister  of  meritori- 
ous deeds  on  earth,  the  presiding  angel  which  urges 
and  attends  man  to  heaven! 

As  individuals,  we  are  connected  with  the  com- 
munity in  which  we  live,  by  a thousand  ligaments, 
which  none  but  a sojourner  with  his  property  and 
his  hopes  at  a distance,  can  repudiate  or  sever.  The 
merchant  of  Philadelphia  who  employs  his  capital 


or  shipping  in  New  York,  like  him  who  imports  his 
merchandise  into  that  metropolis,  acts  in  forgetful- 
ness of  an  original  duty  to  himself  and  his  neigh- 
bor. He  stops,  at  its  source,  the  flow  from  that 
fountain  which  secures  them  both  from  the  dangers 
of  thirst;  and  he  abstracts  the  elements  of  vitality 
and  growth  from  that  plant  which  protects  them 
from  the  miseries  of  hunger.  In  proportion,  as 
he  throws  capital  into  the  lap  of  New  York,  he 
swells,  in  magnitude  and  power,  the  gigantic  wave 
of  her  fortunes,  which  irresistibly  attracts  as  a 
magnet,  and  impels  or  absorbs  within  the  reach  of 
its  vortex,  every  thing  that  may  be  swept  by  the 
headlong  impetuosity  of  its  current.  He  curtails 
the  value  of  property  at  home  by  diminishing  the 
capital  necessary  to  keep  it;  and  in  accumulating 
elsewhere  theappliances  which  would  secure  domes- 
tic success,  he  takes  away  all  that  would  make  his 
own  city  great  and  prosperous. 

But  it  is  said  that  the  Philadelphia  merchants 
will  not  make  the  exertion,  nor  practise  the  self- 
denial  necessary  to  accomplish  so  great  a purpose. 
You,  perhaps,  have  lived  long  enough  among  us  to 
hear  the  complaint,  and  imbibe  the  opinion, 
which  its  repetition  is  so  apt  to  inspire,  that  they 
are  deficient  in  public  spirit,  and  that  they  ac- 
quiesce in  their  maritime  losses  as  an  incurable 
evil,  and  the  present  fate  of  Philadelphia  as  an 
inevitable  doom.  I do  not  sympathize  in  such 
feelings,  nor  with  persons  who  utter  such  senti- 
ments. It  is  manifest  that  Philadelphia  has  never 
wanted  enterprise  or  public  spirit,  and  that  her 
prostrate  commerce  is  the  result  of  combined  mis- 
take and  calamity.  Two  events  of  contemporane- 
ous origin,  dimirished  at  once  her  foreign  com- 
merce and  her  inland  trade.  The  Erie  canal 
abstracted  the  trade  of  the  West,  at  the  time  that 
the  mineral  wealth  of  the  interior  was  absorbing 
the  minds  and  engulfing  the  capital,  which  consti- 
tuted the  life-blood  of  the  metropolis.  But  this 
very  decline  of  our  commercial  interests  had  its 
origin  in  gigantic  projects  at  a distance,  in  causes 
which  prove  not  merely  the  existence,  but  the  emi- 
nent activity  of  the  spirit  of  enterprise.  The 
losses  which,  in  many  instances,  were  entailed  by 
these  investments,  have  doubtless  lessened  the 
ability,  as  they  would  naturally  cool  the  ardor  for 
South-sea  bubbles,  or  mere  projects  of  moonshine. 
But  if,  from  the  causes  adverted  to,  hundreds  only 
are  given  where  thousands  were  expected,  for  the 
advancement  of  public  objects,  it  may  reasonably  be 
ascribed  to  the  influence  of  late  evepts  in  our 
pihysieal  and  financial  career.  When  the  palmy 
days  of  a golden  commerce  shall  return,  the  minds 
of  our  citizens  will  expand  with  the  improvement 
of  their  fortunes.  Human  nature  is  pretty  much 
the  same,  the  world  over.  It  is  rendered  public- 


spirited  or  narrow,  self-sacrificing  or  selfish,  liberal 
or  close  handed,  diligent  or  slothful,  energetic  or 
relaxed,  according  to  the  circumstances  which  sur- 
round it,  or  the  dominion  of  the  influences  to 
which  it  is  exposed.  The  times  when  a single 


cargo  amounted  almost  to  a fortune,  have  left 
Philadelphia,  and  fled  to  New  York.  In  bringing 
back  those  days  of  princely  wealth,  we  summon 
with  them  the  companions  which,  as  human  nature 
is  constituted,  are  generally  found  in  their  society — - 
large  plans,  extensive  undertakings,  and  the  spirit 
of  a prompt  and  exalted  munificence.  When  these 
principles  are  fully  awakened  and  in  operation, 
all  the  elements  of  prosperity  will  be  brought  into 
harmonious  play,  and  make  the  State  and  the 
City  what  nature  evidently  intended  them  to  be — 
the  mutual  aids  of  each  other — and  forming  to- 


gether the  richest  State  and  greatest  City  of  the  | 
Union.  It  is  not  necessary  to  say  more  in  praise 
of  the  Philadelphia  merchant,  after  viewing  the  | 
broad  and  deep  foundations  of  her  renown  and  j 
greatness,  as  laid  by  himself,  than  is  recorded 
of  the  immortal  architect  of  St.  Paul’s  in  London,  j 
“If,”  says  the  inseription  on  his  tomb,  “you  ask  ; 
for  my  monument,  look  around  you!” 

If  a tithe  of  the  energy  and  self  devotion  were  I 
applied  at  the  present  juncture,  and  for  present  ob-  | 
jects,  which  were  displayed  by  this  city  in  laying 
the  corner  stone  of  her  former  eminence  and  wealth, 
the  richest  success  would  crown  the  effort.  I do 
not  believe  that  a class  of  men  like  the  merchants 
of  Philadelphia,  whose  history  is  marked  by  the 
triumph  of  art  over  every  form  of  physical  nature, 
will  stop  in  the  prosecution  of  an  undertaking,  de- 
liberately assumed,  and  now  only  half  accomplish- 
ed. The  Pennsylvania  Railroad  was  intended  to 
open  a market  for  that  vast  interior  trade,  which 
was  waiting  for  a conveyance  to  Philadelphia.  Its 
completion,  which  we  shall  soon  witness,  will  pour 
upon  us  a flood  of  Southern  and  Western  produce, 
and  swell  beyond  any  conception  we  can  form  from 
experience  or  tradition,  the  volume  of  our  domes- 
tic trade.  The  contemporaneous  completion  of  ul- 
terior lines  of  railway,  beyond  its  western  termi- 
nus, at  Pittsburg,  and  the  construction  of  a di- 
verging arm  of  tho  grand  body  from  Sunbury  to 
Erie,  will  render  tributary  to  Philadelphia  the 
teeming  Lake  at  two  of  its  most  important  harbors, 
a rich  and  extensive  region  of  the  southern  coun- 
try, and  the  largest  and  most  fertile  portion  of  the 
great  valley  of  the  Ohio.  This  immense  and  opu- 
lent trade  is  impatiently  waiting  for  a transit. — 
New  York,  at  an  expense  of  twenty  millions  of  dol- 
lars, and  Baltimore  at  an  expense  of  fifteen  mil- 
lions, are  struggling  to  participate  in  its  inappre- 
ciable benefits.  The  prize  is  really  within  the  con- 
trol of  our  great  emporium,  unless  by  neglecting 


the  foreign  trade,  and  not  offering  as  ready  and 
high  a market,  she  may  let  it  pass  to  her  quicker 
and  more  assiduous  neighbors. 

But  such  a story  will  not  be  told  of  Philadelphia 


In  spite  of  persons  among  us  whose  interests  lay 


in  the  north  or  the  south,  of  the  opposition  of  se-, 
cret  designs  and  open  enmity,  of  fears  for  thfj 
City  Charter, and  of  the  objectionable  nature  of  thf 
enterprise  itself,  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Com 
pany  was  called  into  existence,  and  the  work  hat 


triumphed,  tvilhout  a dollar  of  debt,  over  every  forn, 


of  impediment.  It  is  firmly  seated  in  the  hones” 
pride,  the  warm  affections  and  animated  hopes  o; 
the  people.  Half  the  labor  and  self-sacrifice  whicl, 
secured  this  incipient,  this  onward  step  to  ourhig’ 
destiny,  will  render  the  result  of  the  advance  per, 
manent  and  complete.  If  her  laborers  stop  here)' 
they  halt  in  mid-career;  they  go  half  way  only  t 
recede;  they  omit  the  performance  of  the  more  va, 
luable  half  of  what  constitutes  an  essential  part  <, 
the  original  work,  because  indispensable  to  the  pei 
feet  and  complete  success  of  the  whole.  With  ir. 
ternal  resources  and  a domestic  commerce,  thus  ex, 
tensive  and  secure,  beyond  the  reach  of  any  compe; 
titor;  with  a coastwise  trade  far  greater  than  tl; 
whole  foreign  tonnage  of  New  York,  and  destine 
from  the  increase  of  the  anthracite  coal  business,^ 
tenfold  its  present  extent;  with  a large  manufactu; 
ing  capital,  and  its  various  materials,  lying  in  ur' 
told  profusion,  through  Pennsylvania,  combine; 
with  the  talent  and  science  to  render  them  eminen 
ly  available;— with  all  these  natural  and  artifieif 
advantages, — what  do  we  require  but  an  adequa!; 
commercial  marine,  for  the  exportation  of  the' 
commodities  to  foreign  countries,  and  merchant 
who  will  prefer  its  encouragement  by  their  import 
to  fostering  the  commerce,  so  barren  in  its  returns  t' 
them,  of  a sister  city?  If  we  are  true  to  ourselve( 

1 can  any  one  doubt  that  the  foreign  commerce  wi, 
be  commensurate  in  magnitude  with  the  agricultur: 
and  manufacturing  industry,  and  the  resources  i 
the  interior  and  extra-territorial  trade? 

It  is  a specious  and  plausible,  but  dange 
ous  fallacy,  to  speak  of  Philadelphia  and  tb 
State  as  destined  to  be  great  in  manufacturu 
and  agriculture  alone.  These  elements  of  the 
wealth  and  power  ought  not  to  be  neglecte* 
but  earnestly  sustained  and  developed.  Ar 
shame  upon  the  perversity  or  blindness  of  h 
statesmen,  that  both  have  been  stunted  of  their  n: 
tural  proportions,  by  the  absence  of  the  stead; 
genial  sunshine  of  protective  legislation!  The  gre. 
staple  of  Pennsylvania  iron,  should  be  enabled  t 
compete,  in  her  own  markets,  with  the  foreign  ai 
tide,  in  order  that  its  use,  in  the  United  State, 
should  not  be  supplanted  by  an  inferior  fabri 
which  degrades  the  standard  of  domestic  produ 


[22] 


on.  It  is  a public  concern,  that  the  railways  of 
re  United  States,  of  which  nearly  2000  miles  have 
dually  been  completed  within  the  last  year,  should 
ot  be  laid  with  foreign  iron!  But  build  up  to  the 
ighest  point  the  great  interests  of  iron  and  coal 
i Pennsylvania,  and  neglect  or  overlook  the  in- 
rests  of  foreign  commerce  in  Philadelphia,  and 
alf  the  blessings  of  the  former  are  curtailed,  half 
teir  glories  are  overshadowed  and  obscured!  In 
nth,  if  we  would  cultivate  either  the  agriculture, 
anufactures  or  mineral  resources  of  Pennsylvania, 

• the  extra-territorial  trade,  we  must  expose  them 
1 to  the  light  and  heat  of  foreign  commerce.  But 
we  would  hinder  their  growth  and  prevent  their 
epansion,  we  must  permit  this  great  city  to  remain 
'nder  the  protecting  or  blighting  shade  of  another 
Srt,  and  thus  deprive  those  material  interests  of 
iat  sun  which  is  necessary  to  invigorate  their 
ots,  to  teach  their  branches  to  shoot  forth,  and 
ieir  fruit  to  increase  and  multiply! 

1 The  resources  of  Pennsylvania  and  of  her  imtne- 
ate  dependencies,  are  sufficient  to  build  upPhila- 
dphia  to  the  size  of  London.  She  already,  as  I 
tve  hinted,  exceeds  Liverpool,  in  numbers  and 
= mensions.  At  this  time,  she  stands  with  her 

ster,  New  York,  above  Berlin,  Vienna  and  Naples, 
n exact  enumeration  of  her  people  would  place 
J,,r  beside  Constantinople,  and  there  cannot  be  a 
-iubt,  from  the  rapidity  of  her  recentprogress,  that 
ifore  the  lapse  of  another  lustre,  our  American 
lliens  will  contest  the  palm  of  numbers  with  the 
■oud  Capital  of  the  Czar  of  all  the  Russias.  But 
sr  ratio  of  increase,  great  as  it  has  been,  will  be 
imensely  augmented  by  the  attractive  influences 
the  Anthracite  trade,  and  the  accessions  which 
e various  railway  connections,  now  on  the  verge 
completion,  will  concentrate  within  her  borders, 
he  interposing  barrier  of  the  Gate  of  the  West. 
lrmed  by  the  County  of  Erie,  in  Pennsylvania, 
ust  throw  New  York  upon  the  dangerous  naviga- 
on  of  the  Lakes,  for  any  participation  in  the  eom- 
eree  of  the  western  states.  It  is  a perilous 
renue  in  storms ; it  is  wholly  closed  in  winter ; it 
liable  to  interruption  in  war.  The  tempests  of 
ie  great  Lakes  are  frequent  and  fearful;  and  the 
inters  are  long  and  severe.  They  were  the  scene 
' memorable  conflicts  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  the 
ideau  Canal,  which  is  navigable  for  ships,  and 
ay  serve  as  the  medium  of  naval  armaments, 
mnects  them  with  the  St.  Lawrence.  But  the  com- 
lunication  of  those  extensive  tracts  with  Philadel- 
lia,  whose  state  is  interposed  between  them  and 
rew  York,  is  therefore  shorter  and  more  direct.  It 
a railway  connection  of  the  same  unvarying 
tye,  and  is  therefore  unbroken  by  the  necessity 
a re-shipment.  As  an  inland  route,  it  is  free 
Dm  the  perils  of  shipwreck,  exempt  from  the  in- 


terruptions of  winter,  at  a distance  from  the  cala- 
mities of  war. 

Vain,  very  vain  will  be  the  efforts  of  New  York 
writers  to  arrest  her  career,  if  her  own  citizens  would 
foster  an  independent  foreign  commerce  of  their 
own,  commensurate  in  extent  with  these  advan- 
tages. Tabular  statistics  may  depreciate  her  num- 
bers in  the  face  of  an  official  Census,  which  itself  is 
barely  just;  large  and  elaborate  treatises  of  the  same 
parentage,  and  prepared  for  the  mercantile  public 
of  the  world,  may  lengthen  a fourth  herreal  distance 
from  the  sea,  and  limit  the  accessibility  of  the  port 
to  vessels  of  only  five  hundred  tons  burthen; — yet 
the  claims  of  truth  and  justice  will  finally  triumph, 
and  she  will  stand  as  far  superior  to  New  York  in 
material  wealth  and  greatness,  as  her  community 
is  confessedly  before  her  in  all  the  attributes  of  sci- 
entific and  social  eminence. 

We  want  but  a few  persons  like  Stephen  Girard, 
his  predecessors  and  contemporaries,  to  do  all  that 
is  necessary  for  Philadelphia.  It  was  by  means  of 
commerce,  primarily  and  chiefly, — of  Philadelphia 
commerce, — that  this  greatest  millionary  of  his  age 
in  the  United  States,  amassed  his  colossal  estate. 
Others,  and  not  a few,  who  followed  in  his  foot- 
steps, or  adopted  his  policy,  generously  thoughun. 
equally,  partook  of  his  success.  He  and  others 
have  done  for  Philadelphia,  more  than  even  the 
scholastic  and  benevolent  Roscoe  ever  did  for  Li- 
verpool. They  have  laid  the  foundations  of  a re- 
nown, deep  and  firm  enough  for  their  successors  to 
rear  a superstructure,  which  shall  fix  the  gaze  and 
command  the  admiration  of  successive  ages  ofman- 
kind.  Is  her  foreign  commerce  then  so  uninviting  a 
field  of  adventure,  for  Philadelphia  enterprise,  or 
the  employment  of  foreign  capital? 

If  subscriptions  were  opened  for  a line  of  large 
steam  vessels,  upon  the  mostapproved  principles  of 
construction  for  safety  and  speed,  to  sail  on  regular 
days  to  London  or  Liverpool,  would  not  British 
capitalists  aid  the  enterprise?  They  will  see  from 
the  outline  I have  given  you  of  the  materials  of 
commerce  here,  that  the  destiny  of  Philadelphia  is 
gigantic,  and  only  wants  the  helping  hand  of  a 
steam  marine,  to  make  the  apex  of  its  monument  as 
towering,  as  its  base  is  wide  and  immovable.  She 
requires  these  fleet  messengers  to  convey  the  know- 
ledge of  her  intrinsic  greatness,  and  the  grounds 
of  her  superiority  over  New  York,  to  Europe;  and 
to  command,  as  she  ought,  her  recognition  athome, 
as  the  great  port  and  city  of  the  continent.  No  one 
can  say  or  compute  what  would  be  her  present  con- 
dition, in  comparison  with  New  York,  if  on  the 
introduction  of  steam  vessels  at  that  port,  they  had 
been  introduced  into  this.  An  impetus  would  have 
been  given  to  the  deliberate  movements  of  her  dig- 
nified respectabilities  of  trade;  and  life,  health  and 
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animation  would  have  been  infused  into  her  mo- 
ral as  well  as  physioal  circulation.  It  would 
have  invited  what  New  York  has  secured — 
the  sustaining  aliment  of  capital  from  a distance. 
For  it  is  the  ingenium  of  each  people,  and  the 
different  natures  of  their  respective  capital,  which, 
more  than  any  thing  else,  mark  and  distinguish  the 
two  cities.  One  has  a wealth  of  her  own  as  firm  as 
the  everlasting  hills  of  Pennsylvania;  and  as  fixed 
and  abiding  as  the  stability  and  honor  of  her 
traders.  Though  temporarily,  and  for  years,  de- 
pressed, this  capital  is  still  existent;  and  though 
long  delayed,  is  each  day  returning  to  her  from  the 
i interior  with  geometrical  increase.  The  other  has 
a population  equally  removed  from  the  cautious 
Knickerbocker  of  her  early  annals,  and  the  more 
eager  Puritan  of  subsequent  times — a society,  in 
short,  of  better  ingredients  and  characteristics 
for  pushing  a lively  and  flourishing  trade,  but 
withal  more  diversified  in  character,  language  and 
descent,  than  any  city  of  the  globe.  This  inter- 
mixture of  nations,  and  the  commercial  objects 
which  have  attracted  their  impatient  and  adven- 
turous spirits,  have  imparted  the  glow  and  rapidity 
of  their  own  characters  to  all  their  schemes  of  enter- 
prise. With  a capital  as  fluctuating  as  her  inhabi- 
tants, and  as  capricious  as  the  chances  upon  which 
her  ardent  and  hopeful  children  rely,  the  fortunes 
of  New  York  are  essentially  and  intrinsically  ex- 
ternal, and  as  readily  affected  by  every  wind  of 
intelligence,  as  the  lady  delineated  by  Addison,  in 
representation  of  the  fickleness  of  public  credit. 

With  another  letter,  I hope,  finally  to  relieve  you 
and  myself.  Yours,  sincerely,  &e. 


P.  S.— Subjoined,  is  a copy  of  the  document  rei 
ferred  to  in  the  body  of  this  letter: 


Under  a conviction  <hat  considerable  advantage  will  re 
suit  to  the  mercantile  interests  of  the  city  of  Philadel' 
phia,  from  the  establishment  of  a line  of  packet  ships,  t< 
sail  from  this  port  to  Liverpool,  and  from  thence  to  thfl; 
port  at  regular  stated  periods;  and  sensible  of  the  pro' 
priety  of  offering  such  inducements  as  will  be  like'y  tc 
produce  an  arrangement  for  that  purpose  on  the  part  o 
some  of  our  respectable  ship  owners;  and  it  being  un 
derstood  that  Thomas  P.  Cope  & Sons  of  this  city,  have1 
consented  to  incur  the  expense  and  hazard  of  establish 
ing  such  a line  of  packets,  on  the  simple  condition  of  l 
preference  being  given  to  them: 

We,  the  subscribers,  do  agree  and  pledge  ourselves  t( 
instruct  our  shipping  agents  in  Liverpool  to  give  a de; 
cided  preference  in  the  transportation  of  our  goods  from 
theDce  to  this  city,  to  such  line  of  packets;  and  we  alsc 
agree  that  in  the  event  of  our  shipping  merchandise  or 
any  description  to  Liverpool,  we  will  give  a similar  prefer- 
ence to  the  vessels  composing  such  line. 

Philadelphia,  February  27, 1822. 


Earp  & Brothers, 

Thos.  Shewell, 

Konigmacher  & Co, 

John  G.  Oliver  & Co, 

Rogers  & Brothers, 

Robt.  Kid, 

Samuel  Knight, 

Edward  Wilson, 

Lohra  & Carlile, 

Wm.  Wayne  & Co, 

C.  S.  & T.  W.  Smith, 

John  Moss, 

Wm.  W.  Howell  & Co, 

Stone  & Todd, 

James  Rogers, 

Simms  & Creighton, 

Rich’d  Paxson, 

James  Wood, 

Joseph  Pleasants, 

Marshs  & Shepherd, 

Benj.  & Ellis  Clark, 

Wm.  Hood  & Co, 

Samuel  Thompson, 

Doughty  & Budd, 

Allen  Armstrong,’ 

Joseph  White, 

"White,  Johnson  & Tiogley, 

Thomas  Cooper, 

Thos.  & James  Fassit, 

Joseph  P.  Horner. 

' 
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Philadelphia,  Sept.  26,  1851. 

My  Dear  Sir:— You  perceivre  that  while  I lay 
stress  upon  natural  advantages,  for  the  promo- 
tion of  trade,  I ascribe  much  to  the  genius  and 
contributions  of  enterprise.  We  eannot  depend 
upon  unassisted  nature  or  the  spontaneous  bounty 
of  Heaven,  for  the  means  of  enjoyment  or  the  sup- 
ply of  our  necessities.  Though  the  prophet  was  fed 
by  ravens,  man  was  required  to  toil.  The  teamster 
in  Esop  saw  that  a passive  invocation  to  Jupiter 
would  not  extrieate  him  from  the  slough;  but  that 
the  earnest  application  of  his  own  shoulder  to  the 
wheel,  would  alone  engage  the  needful  attention 
to  his  prayers.  It  was  characteristic  of  a Spanish 
Council  to  refuse  an  offer  to  improve  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Tagus,  because  God,  who  had  made  the 
river  with  its  obstructions,  could,  of  his  own  plea- 
sure, if  he  wished,  have  fashioned  it  otherwise, 
without  assistance.  But  there  are  few  blessings 
without  alloy,  and  Providence  mostly  requires  the 
co-operation  of  human  agency  to  confer  upon  these 
a practical  value,  orbring  them  to  productive  account. 
We,  in  Pennsylvania,  are  certainly  not  chargeable 
with  slighting  the  beneficence  of  nature;  we  have 
not  been  inactive,  though  we  have  otill  something 
to  perform ; and  while  that  is  to  be  done,  the 
great  work  is  unfinished. 

The  natural  wealth  of  the  State — thanks  to  the 
expenditure  of  two  hundred  millions  of  private 
capital, and  a considerable  public  debt, — is  partially 
developed  and  accessible.  A railway  or  canal  will 
soon  be  within  the  reach  of  each  farm,  and  the 
coal,  the  iron,  the  copper,  the  marble,  and  other 
valuable  minerals  of  the  State,  have  all  the  desired 
facilities  of  transit,  from  their  situations  in  the  in- 
terior, to  tide-water  and  to  market. 

But  measures  are  in  operation  which  will  benefit 
our  sluggish  real  estate,  both  in  its  annual  and 
permanent  value.  Under  the  favoring  influences 
of  a well-digested  Sinking  Fund,  the  public  debt 
of  the  Commonwealth  is  now  in  the  course  of  rapid 
diminution.  In  about  ten  years  the  whole  debt 
may  be  extinguished,  without  omitting  any  neces- 
sary expenditure  to  the  public  works,  whose  utility 
to  the  citizen  is  as  clear,  as  their  advantage  to  the 
revenues  is  certain.  At  a time  when  private  cor- 
porations and  various  States  are  deepening  and 
enlarging  the  capacity  of  their  canals,  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  will  not  permit  her  noble 
aqueducts  to  fall  into  decay,  especially,  the  great 
artery  known  as  the  main  line  of  canal  navigation 
to  Pittsburg.  Such  an  avenue,  as  an  auxiliary  of 
— 
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[ trade,  is  almost  as  indispensable  for  the  transmi; 
sion  of  heavy  merchandise,  as  the  railway  for  th 
more  speedy  transit  of  passengers,  live  stock,  an 
light  or  perishable  commodities.  Recent  survey 
have  made  engineers  more  familiar  with  the  depre 
sions  of  the  Alleghanies,  and  who  can  doubt,  wit 
the  increasing  knowledge  of  their  topography,  th. 
a continuous  canal,  neither  stopping  at  Columbi; 
nor  interrupted  by  an  interposing  chain  of  moui 
tains,  shall  soon  unite  the  eastern  with  the  wester 
division  of  the  State?  The  easy  gradients  of  th 
Pennsylvania  railway,  in  the  mountain  regioi 
prove  its  susceptibility  to  the  purposes  of  an  aqui 
duct,  and  the  enlargement  in  progress  of  the  Unio 
Canal,  connecting  the  Pennsylvania  works  wit 
those  of  the  Schuylkill  Navigation  Company,  wi 
secure  to  the  east  and  the  west  a continuou 
canal  and  a continuous  railway.  With  the; 
connexions  indefinitely  prolonged  by  the  Ohio  rive 
improved  in  its  navigation  by  Mr.  Ellett,  and  b 
branching  railways  in  all  directions,  what  mor 
can  be  desired  for  easy  communication  with  th 
I west?  The  increasing  ability  of  the  Common 
I wealth  will  enable  her  to  apply  a larger  portio' 
of  the  resources  of  the  public  works,  to  their  bi 
nefit  and  extension;  and  the  North  Branch  Can; 
when  completed,  will  open  a rich  field  of  husbai 
dry  and  minerals,  and  impart  new  life  and  energ 
to  one  of  the  richest  districts  of  Pennsylvania. 

Other  measures  are  in  progress  which  cann< 
fail,  in  conjunction  with  these,  to  bring  about  a pre 
pitkms  change  in  our  commercial  prospects.  Th 
population  of  Philadelphia,  now  divided  into  indt 
pendent  jurisdictions,  will  act  with  more  efficienc' 
when  blended  and  indivisible.  A separation  c 
interests  produces  confusion  of  councils,  perhaps 
lurking  feeling  of  local  jealousy,  which  prevents  th 
sacrifice  of  minor  questions  and  a hearty  devotio 
to  the  common  weal.  The  jarring  elements  of  va 
rious  adjoining  corporations,  limited  in  exten 
while  co-ordinate  in  power,  are  unfavorable  to 
commanding  influence  at  Harrisburg  and  Wash 
ington.  But  to  the  common  sentiment  of  a larg 
community,  to  the  united  voices  of  nearly  half 
million  of  freemen,  asking  for  a boon,  a privilege 
or  a right,  what  assembly  would  be  unheeding  o 
indifferent?  Grave  questions  also  connected  wit 
j the  port,  and  even  the  greater  interests  of  publi 
| health  and  popular  order,  are  all  dependent  upoj 
corporate  union,  and  will  be  settled  by  its  accom 
j plishment. 

While  Philadelphia  is  thus  melting  her  cot 
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1 lorate  fragments  into  ono  municipal  mass,  Penn- 
1 - ylvania,  in  order  to  attract  money  to  her  me- 
!l  ropolis,  and  secure  convenience  in  its  custody  and 

I transmission,  will  increase  her  rate  of  interest,  and 
! 1 nlarge  her  banking  capital.  Why  should  Penn- 
sylvania be  restricted  to  six  per  cent.,  as  the  legal 
;[j  usance,  when  money  habitually  commands  a higher 
'/A  ate,  and  when  the  local  law  of  New  York  permits 
'/even,  and  that  of  Louisiana  nine  per  cent,  per 
:<  nnum?  Conceding  that  it  may  be  wise  to  guard 
ill  he  prices  of  loans  by  restrictions  and  penalties,  no 
l;!  ne  will  contend  that  the  limitation  should  be  such 

II  s to  banish  capital  from  our  borders  to  aneighbor- 
!;.|  ng  city. 

(V  Of  the  banking  capital  of  Philadelphia,  it  is 
iynough  to  say  that  the  cautious  policy  of  the  Legis- 
fl  iture  has  prevented  it  from  being  more  than  one- 
y ourth  of  what  is  enjoyed  by  the  city  of  New  York, 
ymd  not  more  than  one-half  of  what  is  wanted  for 
I'l'he  just  purposes,  the  fair  conveniences  and  the 
junown  necessities  of  mercantile  affairs.  The  void 
..j. created  by  the  failure  of  the  Pennsylvania  Bank 
If  f the  United  States,  and  two  other  local  in- 
stitutions, has  not  been  supplied.  An  adequate 
A ppreciation  of  the  paramount  truth,  that  the 
y Prosperity  of  this  metropolis  is  identified  with 
J'hat  of  the  Commonwealth,  will  lead  to  the  relin- 
quishment of  the  legislative  error  in  regard  to 
banking  capital  and  the  rate  of  legal  interest;— of  a 
jholicy  as  deeply  prejudicial  to  tho  State,  and  the 
/he  local  interests  of  Philadelphia,  as  it  is  advan- 
J ageous  to  her  great  maritime  rival. 

, Permit  me  now  to  run  a rapid  parallel  between 
Pennsylvania  and  New  York,  with  a view  to  ad- 
■ . ust  the  account  with  their  commercial  capitals, 

I tnd  to  fix,  with  greater  precision,  their  respective 
( mints  of  contrast.  If  Philadelphia  was  able  for 
.'nore  than  a century  of  her  short  existence,  to 
qclipse  New  York  in  the  race  of  commerce,  and 
,,  inder  the  disadvantage  of  being  the  younger  city, 
Why  should  she  not  regain  her  position  ? The 
lifference  in  comparative  distance  from  the  sea,  is 
nsignificant  in  a voyag8  across  the  Atlantic,  since 
he  use  of  steam  in  the  navigation  of  tho  ocean. 
ySYhat  boots  it,  with  such  an  agent,  whether  the 
distance  to  the  empire  of  Neptune  be  ten  leagues  or 
i hirty  ? Five  hours  make  all  the  difference,  a 
^ space  of  time  too  trifling  for  computation,  and 
i nore  than  neutralised  by  the  greater  facilities 
,'ifforded  in  the  situation  of  this  port. 

^ The  bar  in  the  Delaware  river, near  Fort  Mifflin, 
which  was  caused  by  the  works  constructed  at  the 

Revolution,  for  the  common  benefit, will  no  doubt  be 
c 

removed  at  the  common  expense.  At  present  it 
.forms  no  impediment  to  ships  of  the  largest  ton- 
| nage,  and  admits  tho  passage  of  vessels,  with  por- 
haps  as  little  obstruction  as  the  more  extended 


bar  which  is  encountered  on  tho  line  of  the  Dcpney 
Channel  off  Sandy  Hook.  A small  portion  of  the  la- 
bor and  expense  employed  in  dredging  the  channel, 
between  the  Battery  atNew  York  and  thesea, would 
render  the  Delaware  river  quite  equal  if  not 
superior  to  it,  in  volume  and  depth  of  water.  This 
work  will  no  doubt  bo  assumed  by  the  Federal 
Government  when  the  authoritative  voice  of  “con- 
solidated Philadelphia”  shall  be  raised  in  its  behalf, 
especially  when  the  receipts  at  her  Custom  House 
shall  impressively  second  so  reasonable  a request. 

Within  twenty  years,  the  Custom  House  of  Phi- 
ladelphia has  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States,  about  fifty -five  millions  of  dollars,  and  if  we 
add  the  importations  made  through  another  city, 
her  merchants  have  contributed  to  the  same  trea- 
sury, within  the  same  period,  above  two  hundred 
millions  more.  The  few  smiles  of  favor  which  have 
beamed  upon  our  harbor  from  Washington,  may 
not  be  owing  to  a spirit  of  unkindness  towards  this 
locality.  It  would  do  no  violence  to  logic,  if  our 
merchants,  in  petitioning  for  local  aid,  were  to  be 
answered,  that  as  they  patronised  the  port  of  Now 
York,  in  preference  to  their  own,  Congress  consid- 
ered each  munificent  appropriation  to  that  harbor, 
as  a special  favor  conferred  upon  Philadelphia! 
But  this  city  having  ceased  to  contemplate  so 
fondly  the  concerns  of  that  metropolis,  has  opened 
its  eyes  to  the  capabilities  of  its  own  port,  and 
turned  them  to  the  commanding  necessity  of  direct 
importations  and  of  a commercial  marine,  suited 
to  the  exigencies  of  an  independent  system  of 
commerce. 

As  Philadelphia  possesses  in  a noble  harbor  and 
a capacious  channel,  all  that  commerce  can  desire, 
so,  in  geographical  position,  she  commands  a de- 
cided superiority  over  all  her  sisters.  I have  al- 
ready shown  how  much  of  the  western  and  south- 
ern trade  she  must  exclusively  appropriate,  and  her 
large  participation  in  the  rich  trade  of  the  great 
Northern  Lakes.  Let  us  now  open  the  map  of  the 
country, in  order  to  define  more  distinctly  the  shares 
which  nature  designs  to  apportion  among  the  great 
cities  of  the  Atlantic.  New  York  may  rightfully 
claim  her  own  territory,  the  eastern  part  of  New 
Jersey,  and  a division  with  Boston  of  the  New  Eng- 
land States,  together  with  that  portion  of  the  north 
western  trado  which  she  secures  through  the  me- 
dium of  the  Lakes.  She  is  shut  out  from  the  wholo 
inland  trade  of  the  south,  and  having  no  connexion 
with  the  westeru  waters,  cannot  expect,  from  her 
remoteness,  to  retain  any  considerable  part  of  the 
western  trade.  Pennsylvania  is  the  interposing  line 
between  theNorthern  States, which  naturally  belong 
to  New  York  and  Boston, and  tho  whole  Western  and 
Southern  States, whose  extended  and  opulent  trade, 
in  its  transit  to  the  Atlantic,  must  necessarily  flow 
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either  to  Philadelphia  or  to  Baltimore.  If  a line 
were  drawn,  dividing  the  confederacy  by  the  map, 
we  should  not  give  a tenth  of  the  area,  nor  a fourth 
of  the  population,  to  New  York  and  Boston.  But 
as  they  will  participate  in  the  trade  of  the  Lakes, 
and  have  a coast-wise  communication  with  some  of 
the  Southern  States,  bordering  on  the  sea,  they 
may  perhaps  command  nearly  afourth  of  the  trade 
of  the  older  States.  The  vast  residue  will  be  divi- 
ded between  Philadelphia,  Baltimore  and  New  Or- 
leans, and  in  the  quantities  proportioned  to  their 
relative  impor'ance.  From  the  constant  flow  of 
the  popular  tide  to  the  west,  this  immense  dispro- 
portion will  augment  with  each  succeeding  year. 

But  New  York  touching  only  the  Atlantic  and 
the  Lakes,  and  the  position  of  Pennsylvania  j 
placing  her  in  contact  with  these  and  the  western  | 
rivers — advantages  united  by  no  other  State  of  the  j 
Union — she  has  resources  of  trade  which  mark  her 
for  pre-eminence.  Her  central  locality  and  ex-  j 
tended  connexions  by  land  and  water,  enable  her  j 
to  put  under  contribution  every  accessible  region  j 
of  the  United  States.  No  part,  indeed,  of  that 
grand  tract  of  country  which,  bounded  by  the  At- 
lantic, stretches  from  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  along  the 
great  chain  of  Lakes  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and, 
with  an  imperial  amplitude,  sweeps  around  to  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  but  may,  to  some  extent,  be  ren- 
dered tributary  to  the  trade  which  will  concentrate 
in  the  thoroughfares  of  Philadelphia. 

In  natural  and  artificial  wealth,  the  two  States  of 
Pennsylvania  and  New  York  are  unequal.  I do 
not  alone  refer  to  the  productions  of  agriculture,  in 
which  Pennsylvania  is  before  her,  nor  to  manufac- 
tures, in  which  she  is  very  far  in  advance,  nor  to 
minerals,  in  which  she  carries  the  palm  without  a 
■contest,  but  to  the  aggregate  value  of  these  and 
others  in  which  the  inequality  is  too  striking  for 
comparison.  The  whole  value  of  the  real  and  per- 
sonal estate  in  Pennsylvania,  I have  shown,  was 
computed  upon  the  Census  Returns  of  1840  at 
twenty-one  hundred  millions  of  dollars.  Accord- 
ing to  Burk’s  Atlas  of  the  State  of  New  York,  a 
work  of  labor  and  authority,  the  entire  property  of 
that  Commonwealth  il^  1839,  was  estimated  at 
$662,000,000 — a sum  less  than  one-third  the  value 
of  the  property  of  Pennsylvania. — For  reasons 
which  cannot  be  plausibly  contested,  I have 
assigned  to  Philadelphia  a populatieu,  at  least  as 
numerous  as  that  of  her  great  sister. — The  coast- 
wise trade  of  Philadelphia  transcends  that  of  her 
neighbor  in  the  number  of  ships  employed,  and  in 
their  aggregate  tonnage.  This  commerce  in- 
creased, in  half  a century,  more  than  six-fold,  ac- 
cording to  the  able  Report  of  Major  Hartman 
Bache,made  afewyears  ago,to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
Bistable  commences  at  the  year  1787,  and  termi- 


nates with  that  of  1837.  The  number  of  coast 
wise  arrivals,  in  the  former  year,  at  the  poi, 
of  Philadelphia,  was  390  vessels;  in  the  latte 
they  amounted  to  3,995 ; and  adding  arrival 
not  before  included,  at  ports  out  of  the  district 
the  whole  number  was  7,775  vessels.  Fror 
the  ratio  of  increase  observable  in  the  coal  trad- 
before  the  date  of  1837,  Major  Baehe  was  o 
opinion,  that  within  the  period  of  twenty  years 
17,000  vessels  would  be  required  for  the  exigencies 
of  that  business.  Fourteen  years  have  now  elapsed 
and  from  the  number  engaged  in  the  trade  and  it 
marvellous  increase,  we  may  witness,  before  th) 
expiration  of  the  time,  the  literal  fulfilment  of  th 
prediction.  The  total  coasting  trade  of  Philadel, 
phia  not  only  greatly  exceeds  in  magnitude,  tha- 
of  the  port  of  New  York,  but  as  I have  before  ob 
served,  our  coal  trade  alone  is  greatly  beyond  th 
xchole  foreign  tonnage  of  that  port.  No  estimati 
can  be  formed  of  the  magnitude  of  the  eoastinj 
trade  of  Philadelphia,  from  the  permanent  •enrolled 
tonnage  which,  however,  as  it  represents  1400  dif 
ferent  vessels,  bearing  127,S92J  tons,  it  is  by  n 
means  insignificant.  The  whole  number  o‘ 
coasters  which  arrived  at  this  port  in  the  yea; 
1850,  according  to  the  table  which  I have  already 
given  you,  is  no  less  than  27,035,  of  which,  16,721 
sustained  a tonnage  of  1,SS4,110  tons.  If  we  add  t<j 
the  number  reported  in  the  table,  the  arrivals  a 
Bristol  by  the  Delaware  division  of  the  Pennsyl. 
vania  canal,  the  totality  of  these  arrivals  will  make 
the  large  number  of  35,320  vessels. 

The  inland  trade  of  New  York  is  greater  at  pre^ 
sent  than  Philadelphia,  from  the  joint  effects  of  i 
canal  and  two  railways,  all  leading  to,  and  connect, 
ed  with  the  Lakes.  But  the  contiguity -of  Penn- 
sylvania to  the  Western  States,  and  various  lines 
of  railway  now  on  the  verge  of  completion,  will, 
place  the  two  cities  on  an  equality  in  regard  to  the 
interior,  and  in  one  or  two  years  determine  the  ef- 
fect of  their  respective  exertions.  When  those  con- 
nexions shall  be  formed,  which  a few  months  will 
complete,  the  great  valley  of  the  Ohio  losing  itself 
in  that  of  the  Mississippi,  will  unite  with  the  South- 
ern country  on  the  one  hand,  and  Lake  ’Erie  on 
the  other,  to  increase,  beyond  example,  the  volume 
of  our  inland  trade.  The  consummation  of  the 
mountain  region  of  the  great  work  to  Pittsburg, 
with  a divergence  from  Sunbury  to  Erie,  will  be 
the  era  when  Philadelphia  will  commence  her  pre- 
cedence of  New  York  in  the  commerce  of  the 
Lakes,  which  is  now  equal  to  the  whole  foreign  com- 
merce of  the  country.  In  the  present  year,  when 
the  Pennsylvania  Piailroad  has  only  partially  pene- 
trated to  Pittsburg,  being  unfinished  for  nearly  40 
miles  from  that  terminus,  the  trade  of  Philadelphia 
has  been  most  sensibly  improved  and  augmented. 
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1 lor 

y[  a recent  case  of  equity  jurisdiction  in  tlie  Su- 
r0jime  Court  of  Pennsylvania,  the  fact  was  estab- 
ra)hed  by  many  concurring  witnesses,  that  the  in- 
1 n]id  trade  had  been  increased  by  the  railroad, 
j,1  y] thin  the  last  year,  “from  25  to  50  per  cent.”  The 
(j  ;sainions  of  our  most  observant  and  intelligent  mer- 
at,ants  are  recorded,  who  unite  in  testifying  to  this 
j1  eyigmentation,  with  great  directness  and  cogency. 

,c  nnThe  remaining  point  of  comparison  is  the  foreign 
j jjemmerce  of  the  two  cities,  of  which  New  York 
nej°ys  greater  share;  but  not  because  of  defects 
j s t the  naval  channel  of  Philadelphia  or  incapacity 
I ag  the  harbor,  nor  for  want  of  capital  to  sustain  an 
ti’  (tequate  shipping,  nor  because  the  demands  of  her 
^ noisiness  are  unequal  to  a larger  commerce;  but 

I lti)Cause  of  the  voluntary  relinquishment  of  it  to 
f1  oupr  neighbor  by  the  formation  of  temporary  or 
('md'Sual  ties  with  that  metropolis.  The  fact  that  the 

II  ho  reign  commerce  of  New  Yorkis  greater  than  that 
i ;nc'  Philadelphia,  does  not  prove  that  the  latter  dis- 
i ;re.oses  of  less  foreign  merchandize,  or  that  her 
(•  ,f  omestic  business  is  less.  The  only  difference  is 

tit.iat  the  carrying  trade  of  Philadelphia  has  been 
| ppbandoned  to  New  York  from  causes  already  traced, 
irond  under  circumstances  before  adverted  to.  The 
1 haevelopment  of  the  grand  mineral  treasures  of  the 
■'[uitate, disengaged  the  affections  of  our  citizens  from 
bamrmer  objects  of  attachment,  and  substituted  other 
bol^stes  and  preferences  for  those  of  commerce. 

1 helhere  is  a mental  habitude  of  great  tenacity  arising 
agrom  the  extensive  ownership  of  real  estate,  the 
Immobility  of  whose  nature  seems  better  to  accord 
Peffith  the  tone  of  its  holders  than  that  more  fiuc- 
usfuating  and  fickle  element  which  is  the  medium  of 
mtommerce.  This  affection  may  become  a delusion, 
>oLnd  is  sometimes  as  fatal  in  Its  results  on  private 
nobrtunes,  as  the  other  extreme  of  buying  sun- 
iclbeams,  or  speculating  in  another  planet.  In  Penn- 
mcylvania  it  has  had  the  effect  of  lessening  the  wealth 
vhif  its  possessors,  and  the  value  of  landed  property 
lifin  the  State,  as  well  as  contributing  its  influence 
ns,o  the  transfer  of  Philadelphia  commerce  to  a 
hoieighboring  port.  In  imparting  what  is  called 
IVbtability  to  fortunes,  it  stops  the  currency  of  capital, 
lisand  relaxes  all  the  energies  of  business  life.  It 
/ttohills  the  warm  spirit  of  enterprize,  and  deadens 
•paihose  aspirations  which  act  as  motives  to  public 
noprogress,  and  spurs  to  private  success, 
iffc  The  amount  of  foreign  merchandise,  which  is 
here  consumed  or  distributed,  has  been  estimated, 
vhand  the  direct  importations  shown.  The  facts 
lein  regard  to  both  are  the  more  humiliating,  be- 
encause  they  are  the  gradual  result  of  circumstan- 
orces  which  imperceptibly  grew  up  around  us,  and 
laiunchecked,  are  permitted  to  continue.  The  policy, 
lajif  adopted  from  choice,  remains,  and  is  endured, 
_only  from  passive  submission,  without  the  plea  of 


public,  or  the  excuse  of  private  necessity.  No  one 
is  to  blame  for  an  evil  which  he  did  not  foresee, 
and  could  not  prevent;  but  all  may  be  censured 
who  tolerate  by  supineness  what  they  loudly  de- 
plore, and  allow  to  be  perpetuated  by  sloth  or 
timidity,  that  which  they  could  speedily  terminate 
by  the  exercise  of  vigor  and  resolution.  If  the 
shipping  be  insufficient  to  supply,  by  direct  impor- 
tations, all  the  wants  of  the  market,  the  present  is 
an  opportune  period,  from  the  quantities  of  foreign 
goods  with  which  the  country  is  flooded,  to  dimin- 
ish the  amount,  until  the  mercantile  marine  be 
equal  to  the  increased  emergency.  To  continue 
importations  through  New  York,  will  wither  and 
blast  for  Philadelphia,  the  fairest  prospects  which 
ever  beamed  upon  a maritime  port.  The  mer- 
chants of  1851  have  only  to  echo  the  sentiment  of 
one  of  the  Non-Importation  Resolutions  of  1765,  as 
steadfastly  as  they  were  uttered  and  observed  by 
their  fathers — ‘'The  Merchants  and  Traders  of 
the  City  of  Philadelphia,  do  unanimously  agree!” 
— and  the  work  is  done.  If  they  would  che- 
rish and  diffuse  a feeling  of  honest  pride  in 
their  fair  metropolis;  if  they  would  enable  it  to 
fulfil  its  destiny  by  performing  their  duty;  if  they 
would  kindle  anew  the  hopes  of  benevolence,  of 
science,  of  genius,  in  this  locality;  if  they  would 
recall  the  discredit  which  is  associated  with  wilful 
inferiority  and  helpless  dependence; — they  would 
“UNANIMOUSLY  AGREE”  to  throw  off  their 
commercial  shackles,  as  intolerable  to  freemen, 
every  where,  and  totally  repugnant  to  the  genius 
loci,  to  the  history  and  ancient  spirit  of  Phila- 
delphia. Nature  and  art  have  combined  in  fur- 
nishing so  many  materials  and  conveniences  for 
the  commerce  of  Philadelphia;  so  little  remains 
to  be  done;  and  the  promises  of  that  little  are  so 
attractive  and  transcendant,  that  as  its  import- 
ance cannot  be  overated,  I cannot  believe  that  it 
will  be  overlooked  or  disparaged. 

In  addition  to  the  temporary  curtailment  of  im- 
ports, the  desired  independence  will  be  aided  by 
the  establishment  of  a line  of  steamers  which  shall 
come  into  competition  for  speed  of  transit,  as  well 
as  construction  and  capacity,  with  those  of  New  York 
and  Boston.  We  have  already  two  noble  ships  be- 
longing to  a line  of  steam  propellers,  which  are  to 
consist  of  four,  and  to  sail  as  regular  packets  be- 
tween this  port  and  Liverpool.  The  freights  and 
passengers  thus  far  havejustified  the  high  expec- 
tations which  their  advent  excited.  As  the  foreign 
tonnage  of  the  port  is  not  equal  to  her  future  wants, 
it  is  important  that  steam  rather  than  sailing  ves- 
sels should  be  multiplied,  as  best  adapted  to  her 
position.  Sailing  vessels  must  ever  be  in  demand 
for  the  shipment  of  heavy  and  bulky  commodities, 
and  for  the  conveyance  of  steerage  passengers. — 


For  these  and  for  vessels  propelled  by  the  machi- 
nery of  the  screw,  an  immense  immigrant  business 
may  be  expected.  But  a line  of  steamers  should  be 
built,  combining  the  requisite  safety,  with  a swift- 
ness which  shall  maintain  an  equality  with  the 
fleetest  vessels  of  Collins  or  Cunard.  An  object  so 
desirable,  can  be  easily  effected  by  a concert  of  Bri- 
tish capital  with  Philadelphia  mechanics. 

I have,  it  is  hoped,  presented  my  topics  in 
so  many  aspects  as  to  render  recapitulation  need- 
less, in  recommending  our  port  as  a point  of  steam 
connexion  to  your  friends  in  Europe.  If  England 
be  indifferent,  French  capitalists  will  doubtless  em- 
bark in  an  enterprise,  which,  for  the  carriage  of 
passengers,  is  more  eligible  than  New  York  and 
Boston.  Our  lines  of  railway  will  bring  from  the 
extremities  of  the  South  and  West,  multitudes  of 
men  of  wealth,  leisure  and  the  true  itinerant  spirit, 
who  have  only  wanted  an  easy  access  to  the  Atlan- 
tic to  indulge  their  thirst  for  foreign  travel.  But 
obvious  reasons  exist  why  a great  and  populous 
city,  perhaps  the  largest  in  the  new  world,  whose 
site  and  importance  make  it  the  great  granary  of 
so  many  different  States,  should  attract  passengers 
as  well  as  trade.  Persons  who  visit  our  shores  to 
make  the  country  their  permanent  home,  and  seek- 
ing a retreat  in  the  wild  but  prolific  west,  will  soon 
learn  that  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  connected  by 
an  unbroken  chain  of  railways  with  the  trans-mon- 
tane  regions  and  the  Ohio  river,  presents,  of  all  oth- 
ers, the  shortest  and  cheapest  route  to  the  land  of 
promise.  The  merchants  of  Philadelphia  will 
warmly  concur  in  the  enterprise  as  one  of  the 
great  means  of  emancipating  their  commerce  from 
the  thraldom  of  New  York,  and  of  making  their 
city  known,  as  it  ought  to  be,  to  the  European 
world. 

I have  now  given  you  all  that  I had  to  say,  and 
more  than  I intended  at  the  outset,  of  the  re- 
sources of  the  State  and  the  capabilities  of  the  city. 


| Your  official  character  and  long  residence  amon; 
us,  the  tie  which  binds  5'ou  to  this  country  and  th< 
affections  which  centre  in  your  native  soil,  all  poin 
you  out  as  a proper  medium  ofcommunication  witl 
the  British  and  American  public,  on  the  subject  o 
Philadelphia  commerce.  If  my  own  fellow  citizen 
can  be  awakened  to  an  earnest  sense  of  duty,  ant 
excited  to  an  adequate  or  corresponding  activity, 
shall  be  satisfied.  Our  British  friends  should  b 
reminded  of  a spot  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic 
which  was  well  known  to  tbeir  fathers,  and  is  nor 
| fulfilling  in  the  useful  productions  and  the  elegan 
1 genius  of  its  people,  all  the  predictions  of  a form 
| er  age. 

British  commerce  penetrates  into  every  region 
and  British  capital  is  seeking  investment  in  ever; 
part  of  the  globe.  England  may  examine  th 
world  with  a telescope; — she  may  look  around  he 
or  at  a distance;  whether  among  her  own  posses 
sions,  or  into  countries  which  do  not  acknowledg 
her  supremacy;  and  she  will  find  no  people  so  ho 
mogeneous  with  the  English  as  our  own,  and  non 
whose  commerce  confers  greater  advantages  o 
larger  returns.  She  will  find  no  such  sympath; 
of  tastes,  or  similarity  of  character  and  institutions 
either  among  her  dependencies  in  the  East,  o 
among  her  colonies  in  the  West  Indies,  eithe 
among  her  neighbors  across  the  Channel,  or  amon; 
their  descendants  of  Canada  across  the  Atlantic.  A 
kindred,  we  drink  at  the  literary,  legal  ant 
political  fountains  of  our  common  progenitors 
Nc  thing  is  so  favorable  to  the  perpetuity  of  thes 
memories,  as  the  intermingling  relations  of  ai 
intimate  commerce.  It  calls  into  dominion  tha 
better  instinct  of  our  nature,  which,  not  bounded 
in  its  sullen  charities,  by  narrow  limits  or  politica 
creeds,  radiates  like  the  beams  of  the  sun,  and  uni 
versal  as  its  light  and  warm  and  diffusive  as  it; 
heat,  encircles  all  lands  and  embraces  both  hemi 
spheres.  I remain,  dear  sir,  yours,  faithfully, 


